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Online tickets for TSSAA 
championship events are 
available via GoFan.com.  
Member schools can sell 
tickets electronically during 
the regular season! For 
more information, contact 
pnoles@huddleinc.com.

On Tuesday, August 27, the 
TSSAA and Tennessee Titans 
will mark Year 2 of the 
InSideOut Initiative in the 
Volunteer State with a 
kick-off meeting for the 
2019-20 school year at 
Nissan Stadium. There is no 
cost for TSSAA member 
schools to register for the 
meeting, which is slated from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. central. 
Lunch will be provided.

"The purpose of this initiative is to really 
transform the current sports culture we?re 
fighting against, this win-at-all-costs culture 
that is really getting pushed from both 
sides,? said Reeves, assistant executive 
director for TSSAA. ?The educational 
athletics segment is a setting that?s getting 
pressure from the $15 billion youth sports 
industry. The travel ball world, paying for 
this, paying for that, paying for results and 
an expectation to win at all costs is getting 
pushed into educational athletics.

"College and pro sports, really, is an 
unrealistic avenue for 97% of population 
and this program really promotes the 
development of a young person into the 
character of the young person."

Reeves noted between 100-150 TSSAA 
member schools participated at some level 
last year during InSideOut?s initial roll-out in 
Tennessee. The numbers already have been 
bolstered as Year 2 has approached. The 
upcoming meeting, Reeves explained, has 
benefits for those already familiar with the 
program and those still looking to engage 
the initiative.

"From Year 1 into the beginning of Year 2, 
the focus is really on trying to take an 
internal look at your own programs and 
collectively as a school to see where you 
are, and kind of ask, ?Is your primary 
purpose to develop young people or to try 
to win ballgames??" Reeves said. "With that 
comes development of common language 
within a team and program that aligns 
everybody involved with this. Everybody 
understands our goal is to win, but our 
purpose is to be much greater and to 
develop young people."

Mark Reeves had been in the classrooms, 
hallways and even on the wrestling mats as 
a teacher and coach in a Tennessee high 
school before he joined the Tennessee 
Secondary School Athletic Association.

"We?re not going to devalue the strive to be 
excellent, to win, to be the best. This is just a 
curriculum for greater purpose and to 
develop young people into better citizens, 
husbands, wives, mothers, community 
leaders for the future."

To learn more about the program, contact 
Mark Reeves at mreeves@tssaa.org.
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The TSSAA Hall of Fame luncheon will again be held at 
the Embassy Suites Hotel in Murfreesboro, located on 
Medical Center Parkway. It is set for Saturday, April 18, 
2020. We hope you will make plans to join us as we 
induct a new Hall of Fame class. The selections for the 
39th Hall of Fame class will be announced in March.

The deadline for Hall of Fame nominations is November 
1. Anyone interested in obtaining a Hall of Fame 
nomination form should contact Heather Carter at the 
TSSAA or by clicking on the following link: Hall of  Fam e 
Nom inat ion Form

Please be aware that a 
new form is now being 
used, and the old form 
will no longer be 
accepted.

All nominees should meet at least one of the following 
criteria: (1) be at least 50 years old, (2) have been retired 
at least three years, or (3) have been out of the 
particular field or category for which he/she is being 
nominated at least three years. The nomination 
categories are Administrator, Coach, Official, and 
Contributor.

it through the lens of 
them. I got a lot of that 
wisdom, if you call it that, 
when I was in the 
Marines.?

In his current role, where 
Jackson serves as the 
secondary schools 
disciplinary hearing 
authority, he has a 
unique method to 
measure success in the 
position.

?I look to see that we had 329 disciplinary cases heard 
this past year, and only three were repeaters,? said 
Jackson, who has three daughters and whose wife, 
Shelly, is an assistant principal at Big Ridge Elementary. 
?I look at how many kids listened to my advice and 
counseling about how not to do things again, for them 
to look and see goals and purposes in life. This also 
correlates with our work with the InSideOut Initiative.

?Hopefully we can help them be better citizens. As Joe 
Ehrmann said in his book [InSideOut Coaching], I?ll let 
you know in 20 years.?

TSSAA is proud to recognize Brad Jackson for the 
commitment he has shown to the values and principles 
of educational athletics in Tennessee.

Brad Jackson had gone straight from high school 
wrestler to collegiate grappler, finishing his career at 
Tyner High School and then transitioning to the team at 
the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.

After a year in college, however, Jackson decided to 
serve his country and joined the United States Marine 
Corps --- where he also developed into an All-Marine 
wrestler and earned a tryout in the 1988 Greco-Roman 
Olympic Trials.

Jackson, the August 2019 TSSAA Distinguished Service 
recipient, hasn?t stopped serving others since that time. 
After stints both at his alma mater, Tyner, and East 
Ridge High School, he?s now Campus Support Specialist 
for Hamilton County Schools.

The military background, which included his service as a 
special weapons security officer on the USS Carl Vinson, 
provided the foundation for Jackson?s long career in 
public education, which has included time as a wrestling 
coach, administrator and work on the supervisory crew 
of the TSSAA?s state wrestling championships.

?It completely changed my mindset in the sense that I?m 
a lot more disciplined,? Jackson said. ?I was exposed to 
so many different kinds of men and women in the 
Marines, and over those times I learned how to deal 
with different cultures and mentalities.

?It played a part in how I deal with things athletically 
and the discipline side in how I treat kids. I try to look at 
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NEWS AND NOTES

Seven rules changes com ing t o high school 
foot ball in 2019-20

In an effort to establish a more consistent time period 
between downs in high school football, the play clock will start 
at 40 seconds instead of 25 seconds in many cases beginning 
with the 2019 season.

This change was one of seven rules revisions recommended 
by the National Federation of State High School Associations 
(NFHS) Football Rules Committee at its January 13-15 meeting 
in Indianapolis, which were subsequently approved by the 
NFHS Board of Directors.

Nine Const it ut ion & Bylaw  changes for  t he 
2019-20 school year

Each year the TSSAA Legislative Council considers proposals 
and rule changes to the TSSAA Constitution & Bylaws, most of 
which are submitted by the member schools of the 
association and discussed at the schools' Regional Meetings.

A summary of the Bylaw changes can be found in the TSSAA 
or TMSAA handbook. An updated version of the TSSAA and 
TMSAA handbooks is now available online and bound copies 
are also mailed to each school. 

READ MORE

READ MORE

Volleyball ru les changes im pact  uniform s, 
prem at ch prot ocol in 2019-20

An overhaul of uniform-related rules and an adjustment to 
team roster submissions were among the most notable rules 
changes identified for the 2019-20 high school volleyball 
season.

All rules changes were recommended by the National 
Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) Volleyball 
Rules Committee at its January 6-8 meeting in Indianapolis 
and subsequently approved by the NFHS Board of Directors.

Eight  ru les changes com ing t o high school 
soccer  in 2019-20

Rules related to improperly equipped players and procedures 
for dropping the ball are among eight rules changes in high 
school soccer for the 2019-20 season.

The rules changes were recommended by the National 
Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) Soccer 
Rules Committee at its January 28-30 meeting and 
subsequently approved by the NFHS Board of Directors.

READ MORE

READ MORE
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TSSAA PORTAL QUESTIONS ANSWERED FOR 2019-20

The Portal is a password-protected area 
of the TSSAA website used by member 
schools and the state office staff to 
exchange information. All school staff 
and coaches have an account in the 
system to access customized tools and 
information. The Portal is designed to 
allow users to access and use the 
system from any internet-connected 
device: desktop, laptop, smartphone or 
tablet.

The Portal will help you remain 
compliant with membership rules and 
requirements. Look for the prompts, 
reminders and tips that are displayed to 
guide and inform you along the way.

How do I m ake sure m y school st af f  
has t he access t hey need?

Each summer, Portal access 
permissions reset and only those staff 
members assigned to a position on the 
Coaches & Staff page and visible on the 
school's directory page will have access 
to Portal functions. That 's why it 's 
important to assign returning coaches 
and other administrators as soon as 
possible each school year.

School administrators can add and 
remove staff members under the All 
Staff tab of the Coaches & Staff page. To 
remove a staff member no longer at 
your school, click the "X" button across 
from the staff member 's name.

When adding new staff members, 
remember that all staff members must 
have their own email address. Providing 
the same email address for more than 
one person links those people together 
and makes it impossible for them to 
sign into the Portal to get rules meeting 
credit, request rules books, etc. If you 
don't know a new coach's email 
address, wait until you have it before 
adding them.

If a coach is having trouble finding or 
signing into the Portal, click the Resend 
Invite button next to a person's name to 
resend them the initial welcome email. 
The email will allow them to set a 
password and sign into the Portal.

Staff members whose email address 
appears in red are likely not receiving 

any email from the state office because 
of a typo in the email address or a 
problem with the email account. Click 
the "Edit" button next to a person's 
name to correct or change an incorrect 
email address. This screen is also where 
you would add NFHS course completion 
dates for classified and non-faculty 
coaches.

I don't  know if  I have a Por t al 
account . How can I sign in if  I don't  
know m y login inform at ion?

Check your school's directory page on 
TSSAA.org and find your name and 
email address. If your name is not listed 
or the email address shown in wrong, 
contact your school's athletic director to 
have this remedied. If you are listed, go 
to the Portal sign in page and click the 
"Forgot Password" button. When 
prompted, type in the email address 
that was shown on the school directory 
page. The system will send you an email 
with a link to set a password and access 
your Portal account.

How do I subm it  m y rules m eet ing 
at t endance voucher?

Coaches should type in the address 
listed on the voucher card 
(https:// tssaa.org/attendance) and sign 
into the Portal with their email address. 
Every registered coach has their own 
TSSAA Portal account linked to their 
email address. Only coaches shown on 
the school's directory page on 
TSSAA.org are able to submit a voucher 
and should contact their athletic 
director to be added.

How long do I have t o subm it  m y 
voucher?

You have until the TSSAA Date of First 
Contest in your sport to submit your 
voucher number. This is usually two 
weeks or more after the last meeting is 
held which gives everyone ample 
opportunity to contact the state office if 
they have any issues.

How do I access an online rules 
m eet ing?

Online versions of sport rules meetings 
for schools must be accessed through 

the TSSAA Portal. The rules meeting 
information linked on the Coaches page 
of TSSAA.org lists all available online 
rules meetings and the dates they will 
be available. Coaches or athletic 
directors should sign into the Portal, 
click Training from the menu and then 
Online Meetings. Click the green "Begin" 
button to launch the online session. 
School athletic directors can access any 
online rules meeting, but coaches can 
only access the meetings for the sports 
they have been assigned to. If you don't 
see the "Begin" button, check your 
school's directory page on TSSAA.org to 
see if you're listed as a coach in your 
sport and contact your school's athletic 
director if your name is missing from 
the list.

How do I know m y school has rules 
m eet ing credit ?

Look for a star next to each sport on 
the school?s directory page on the 
TSSAA.org website. If there?s no star and 
you think there should be, contact the 
state office immediately because credit 
has not been recorded in that sport. By 
the time spring sports begin, every 
sport except cross country should have 
a star.

Help! How can I cor rect  a m ist ake on 
a st udent ?s core inform at ion?

School administrators can now make 
corrections to a student 's core 
information (name, birth date, grade, 
etc.), even after an eligibility record is 
created. Logs are kept to track any 
changes made. In the Portal, click on 
the student?s name to view the student 
detail page, make any necessary 
changes and click Save.

I'm  a coach and I don't  see all m y 
players in t he Eligible St udent s l ist  
for  t he t eam  rost er . How do I add 
t hem ?

Coaches are only able to edit schedules 
and add eligible students to rosters. All 
management of student information 
(eligibility, transfer filings, etc.) must be 
done at the discretion of the school's 
athletic director. If for some reason the 
AD wants a coach to complete student 



eligibility, do not hand out the School ID 
and password to coaches. When they 
sign in with the School ID and password 
there is no way to distinguish their 
actions from the actions of school 
administrators. Instead, the person can 
be added as an Assistant Athletic 
Director, but understand that they have 
full administrator access to all school 
functions as long as they are assigned 
to that role.

I was t he at hlet ic direct or  last  year , 
why am  I having t rouble accessing 
m y school inform at ion t h is year  
when signing in w it h m y em ail 
address?

Each June, Portal access permissions 
reset and only those staff members 
assigned to a position on the Coaches & 
Staff page for the new school year will 
have access to Portal functions. To get a 
headstart on the next school year and 
make things easier, an AD can assign 
themselves to their position in the 
Portal in the spring for the next school 
year.

To change the active school year, click 
on the school name and school year at 
the top of the screen, then click Change 
School/Year. From the school year 
drop-down menu select the upcoming 
school year. The active school year 
shown at the top of the screen will 
change and any additions or updates 
made from that point will impact the 
new school year, until you change the 
school year back or sign out.

If you have not done this, you will first 
need to sign into the Portal with the 
master school account (School ID) and 
assign yourself to an administrative 
position (principal/AD) for the current 
school year. Remember, only 
individuals shown on your school's 
public directory page will have Portal 
access using their individual accounts 
(email login).

How do I updat e m y em ail address or  
password?

When signed into the Portal, click on 
the user?s name in the upper-right 
corner of the page and select My 
Profile. There are options here for 
changing your email address, password 
and other contact information. When 
you change your email address, you will 
have to respond to an automatic 
validation email at the new address 
before you are able to sign into the 
Portal again.

Our  school is accept ing st udent s 
f rom  anot her  school t hrough a 
cooperat ive agreem ent . How do we 
get  t hese st udent s on a rost er?

The other school will need to perform 
the same eligibility and roster tasks for 
their students as you do for your 
students. In the end, co-op students will 
appear on both schools? sport roster. 
Until the student has been cleared 
through the eligibility process and 
added to the other school?s roster, 
he/she will not be visible on the host 
school?s list of eligible students.

How can I add dist r ict  or  region 
t ournam ent  locat ion/host  t o t he 
l ist ing on TSSAA.org?

This information can be added by 
school administrators or coaches 
through the Sport Memberships page 
of the TSSAA Portal. Once submitted, 
details become immediately visible on 
the Portal and TSSAA.org. On the main 
menu, click Sport then choose 
Memberships. Find the sport you have 
tournament information for and click 
the red "Submit Tournament Info" 
button under the sport and level 
(district/region). Confirm the correct 
sport and group is shown, then fill in 
and submit the form. Provide the 
tournament director 's contact 
information and shipping address for 
receiving packages. Every field is 

required. Additional information such 
as the format of the tournament and 
dates can be added in the "Event 
Format/Notes" box.

How can I get  cont act  inform at ion 
for  t he schools in our  area?

On the main menu, click Sport then 
choose Memberships. The classification 
breakdown for each sport will be 
shown. Each district/region has a blue 
"Members" button that will take you to 
see the group?s members, distribution 
lists and teleconference information. 
There you can copy and paste email 
lists for district/region coaches or 
athletic directors and access the group's 
unique group teleconference account. 
Schools that are greyed out have not 
activated that sport in their school's 
Portal account for the current school 
year and may not participate.
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