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Governor restricts spectators at sporting events
Because of the significant increase in the incidence of COVID-19 infections in Tennessee, additional restrictions on who may
attend interscholastic athletic practices and contests will be in place.

Read More

2020 Tennessee Titans Mr. Football Award Winners Announced
The annual function saw a different look due to the pandemic, but more than 100 people, including the honorees, their families, and head
coaches from all parts of the state were able to attended the 2020 event at Nissan Stadium.
Read More

Legislative Council takes action on proposed bylaw changes
The first item that the Council discussed and took action on was a proposed addition to Article IV, Section 7 (Rules of the Game) of the
TSSAA Bylaws submitted by Valor College Prep.
Read More

Football champions crowned at 2020 BlueCross Bowl
“If you'd asked me back in the summer,” said Vic Grider, coach at South Pittsburg, one of Tennessee's most enduring powerhouses, “If
we would ever get to this point, I would have said no. There was so much unknown.”
Read More

Long-time MBA wrestling coach honored for distinguished service
A coach and mentor considers success by what he sees in his student-athletes many years down the road after they've left high school.

Read More

With legendary coach sidelined, Brentwood volleyball perseveres
Despite sixteen state volleyball championships for Brentwood, the last eight in a row, no tale quite comes close to the story of the 2020
Brentwood Lady Bruins' volleyball dynasty and their iconic coach, Barbara Campbell, whose potentially dire health situation transformed
into a rallying point for the powerhouse program.
Read More

James Beach: Catherine Neely was
Chattanooga’s finest treasure
Chattanooga has a long proud history of outstanding female dignitaries. Ladies such
Betty Probasco, Juanita Merrill, Grace Keith, Susan Thurman, Sue Bartlett and Peggy
Thomas come to mind but with apologies to each no one had a more inspiring legacy
than the 78-year run Catherine Neely put together. Catherine was this town’s greatest
treasure.
Read More

TSSAA Rewind: Finding direction, and a state
championship, at TPS
It was a landmark moment for the now-defunct school, a state-owned entity founded in the 1870s after a cholera outbreak in the
Nashville area left countless young children orphaned.

Read More

TSSAA Rewind: Undefeated Murfreesboro Central marches to Class
AAA football title in 1970
"Players always make the team. Coaches don't make players. Players make coaches. Just God landed those players there, and we got
to coach them."
Read More

TSSAA Rewind: Maryville notches its first football championship
The 1970 Maryville High School Red Rebels set the state championship standard that has continued to this day for Tennessee's high
school program with the most all-time wins in football.
Read More

2020 BlueCross Bowl Preview

Eighteen teams negotiated the 11-week regular season, four weeks of playoffs, and the coronavirus, to ultimately represent their schools
and communities in the 2020 BlueCross Bowl high school football championships this December in Cookeville, Tenn.
Read More

Pandemic intensifies need to retain, recruit
officials for high school sports
The 2017 survey of 17,000+ officials by the National Association of Sports Officials
(NASO) showed that while 42% of respondents said they started officiating for the love of
the game, less than 10% responded that way when asked why they continue to officiate.
Read More

NFHS Learning Center releases new content for parents
The National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) has announced additional parent-centered content on the NFHS
Learning Center, along with the NFHS National Parent Credential certification for those who complete the designated course offerings.
Read More

Call for Submissions
We want to include your thoughts in the monthly TSSAA Newsletter! Do you have 50-500 words to share on the topic of the
proper role of coaches in school sports? We welcome submissions from principals, athletic administrators, coaches and
students! Consider sharing your thoughts, essays or even poems for an upcoming issue. Please send submissions in Microsoft
Word format to mgillespie@tssaa.org.

TSSAA continues its support of the National SAT/ACT Prep Project through the NFHS and eKnowledge which allows any
Tennessee student to receive a 95% discount on SAT or ACT prep courses. This is a community-service, non-profit project and all
student fees are reinvested to improve the program and reach more families. The project has more than 45,000 five-star reviews
and has already assisted nearly 300,000 families. Learn more at https://eknowledge.com/TSSAA.
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Governor restricts spectators at sporting events
Executive Order No. 70 effective now through Jan. 19
December 21, 2020
The Governor has issued Executive Order No. 70, effective immediately and remaining in effect through January 19, 2021. Because of the
signi cant increase in the incidence of COVID-19 infections in Tennessee, additional restrictions on who may attend interscholastic athletic
practices and contests will be in place.
Unfortunately, large scale attendance by spectators and students must be curtailed. Doing so means that bands, pep bands, cheerleaders,
and dance teams may not attend athletic contests while these restrictions remain in place. In accordance with the new Executive Order,
the only attendees permitted at practices or games, in addition to the student-athletes on the team, are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Players’ parents or guardians and immediate household members;
First Responders;
Coaching and team personnel;
School, game, and facility administrators;
Athletics of cials; and
Media and athletic scouting personnel attending the event in their professional capacity.

Social distancing between persons from different households is required. While the Executive Order does not mandate the use of masks,
the Governor has encouraged masks, and the TSSAA COVID-19 Sports Regulations provision regarding the use of masks remains. Refer to
the Tennessee Returns to Play page at TSSAA.org for full information.
These are minimum restrictions. Depending on particular school, facility, or community circumstances, school of cials may require
additional limitations on attendance.
The Governor’s of ce conferred with TSSAA about these restrictions. TSSAA concurs with Governor’s of ce that these restrictions
represent the best means for us to continue providing interscholastic athletic participation opportunities to our student-athletes while also
doing our part to curb the spread of the virus. We remain hopeful that we will soon begin to see a decline in the instances of infection and
that our schools will soon be able to return to more normal operation of their athletic competition.
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2020 Tennessee Titans Mr. Football Award Winners
Announced
Awards were presented to 10 winners and 20 nalists at presentation held at Nissan
Stadium
December 8, 2020
Tennessee’s best high school football players for 2020 were recognized at the Tennessee Titans Mr. Football Awards dinner hosted by the
Tennessee Titans.
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, fewer people were permitted to attend this year’s awards ceremony compared to previous
years. More than 100 people, including the 30 nalists, family members, and coaches attended the 2020 luncheon.
“This is such an outstanding honor for all 30 of the young men recognized today at the Tennessee Titans Mr. Football Awards,” said
Bernard Childress, Executive Director of the TSSAA. “They were here not only due to their athletic ability that they displayed on the eld
throughout the season, but just as much for their outstanding character and academic achievements.”
High school head coaches and members of the media nominated the nalists. A committee of statewide sports writers selected winners
based on performance in the 2020 regular season. Academics and character were also taken into consideration.
The awards were presented to the top football players in each of the nine classi cations of the Tennessee Secondary Schools Athletic
Association. The top kickers in the state were also recognized. There were three nalists in this category, regardless of their school’s
classi cation.
The Titans became sponsors of the Mr. Football Awards in 2007.
2020 TENNESSEE TITANS MR. FOOTBALL AWARD WINNERS
Division I, Class 1A
Hunter Frame, South Pittsburg
Division I, Class 2A
Khalik Ganaway, Peabody
Division I, Class 3A
Grey Carroll, Alcoa

Division I, Class 4A
Troy Parker Hughes, Elizabethton
Division I, Class 5A
Prince Kollie, David Crockett
Division I, Class 6A
C.J. Taylor, Warren County
Division II, Class A
Grif n Swinea, Davidson Academy
Division II, Class AA
Dietrick Pennington, ECS
Division II, Class AAA
Dallan Hayden, Christian Brothers
Kicker of the Year
Teagan Lenderink, Brentwood Academy
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Legislative Council takes action on proposed bylaw
changes
Winter meeting held virtually in 2020
December 10, 2020
The TSSAA Legislative Council met via a video conference call on Thursday, December 10.
Dan Black, the Director of Schools for the Bradford Special School District, was elected to continue to serve as President of Legislative
Council. Keith Turner, Athletic Director at Science Hill High School, was elected to serve as Vice President of the Legislative Council.
The rst item that the Council discussed and took action on was a proposed addition to Article IV, Section 7 (Rules of the Game) of the
TSSAA Bylaws submitted by Valor College Prep. The Council approved the proposal unanimously. The approved addition, which goes into
effect immediately, states:
Religious headwear is permitted, provided it is not abrasive, hard, or dangerous to the participant and any other player, and must be
attached in such a way it is highly unlikely to come off during play. Religious headwear does not need to comply with any of the color
restrictions de ned in applicable sport uniform codes.
Religious headwear in wrestling must comply with the safety standards of the sport and be approved by the head coach and contest
referee.
Hijabs, turbans, and yarmulkes are acceptable types of religious headwear.
The Council voted to deny a proposed change to Article II, Section 8 (Eighth Grade Participation) of the Bylaws submitted by Memphis Rise
Academy. The proposal was to allow seventh grade students to be eligible to participate for a member school in individual sports if they are
enrolled at the school.
A proposed change to increase the number of individuals that coaches can give instruction to during the Off-Season and Pre-Season was
denied. The proposal was submitted by Pope John Paul II High School.
Tellico Plains submitted a proposed addition to Article I, Section 6 (Cooperative Programs) of the TSSAA Bylaws. The proposal was that
schools participating in a cooperative program shall combine their enrollments to determine their classi cation for that speci c sport. The
proposal was denied by the Council.
The complete minutes from the meeting can be viewed below.

Documents

Legislative Council Minutes (December 10, 2020) (PDF)

Football champions crowned at 2020 BlueCross
Bowl
December 7, 2020
It was considered improbable, if not downright impossible, mere months ago.
High school football, let alone the state championships, seemed equal parts mirage and logistical longshot as the United States, along
with the rest of the globe, continued to battle the COVID-19 pandemic.
“If you'd asked me back in the summer,” said Vic Grider, coach at South Pittsburg, one of Tennessee's most enduring powerhouses, “If we
would ever get to this point, I would have said no.
“There was so much unknown.”
Then, the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association steeled its nerves and went to work developing a set of return-to-play
regulations and guidelines with extensive input from the physician members of TSSAA’s own Sports Medicine Advisory Committee along
with guidance developed by the NFHS’s advisory committee, one that includes nationally renowned medical doctors and research
specialists. Executive Director Bernard Childress also worked closely with Governor Bill Lee’s administration, which had the bene t of
expert input from both state and national sources.
A funny thing happened: An unprecedented autumn of high school football, not without hiccups but likewise infused with lifelongmemories, unfolded from Tiptonville to Copper Basin; Mountain City to the Mississippi River; Byrdstown to Loretto.
And outposts in between.
“The way [TSSAA] have fought this thing and tried to let our kids have some kind of reasonable season,” said legendary Alcoa High School
coach Gary Rankin, “we really appreciate that at Alcoa High School.”
For many coaches, like Brentwood High’s Ron Crawford, the 2020 season cast a spotlight on a critical theme of educational athletics.
“I think the process has been more joyful for kids. Just getting to play the game has been more magni ed as opposed to wins and losses,”
said Crawford. “I’ve seen a lot of true joy from kids playing a game, even after Oakland whipped us. I got tons of people saying ‘thanks for
getting us a game, thanks for letting us play.’ That’s probably an offset positive of this whole thing.”
The season concluded this past weekend inside Tucker Stadium on the Tennessee Tech University campus in Cookeville. In roughly 60
hours, from Thursday midday through late Saturday night, nine TSSAA State Champions were crowned across Tennessee.
There were mandatory temperature checks; advanced ticket purchases; requisite masks; social distancing.

The 18 participating teams combined to score 491 points; the average margin of victory for the nine title winners was 22.6 points per game,
though two bouts were decided by a touchdown or less.
CPA 35, LIPSCOMB 28
Arguably the preeminent game of the championship slate, CPA nabbed its third state title since 2011 under Ingle Martin and denied
Lipscomb, steered by former NFL star and Super Bowl-winning quarterback Trent Dilfer, the title. Lipscomb had won the two teams'
regular-season matchup, but CPA pounced early to build a 21-7 lead. Lipscomb tied the game at 28 in the fourth but the Lions executed a
Cade Law to Cade Reynolds scoring strike for the decisive tally late in the game. Law was named the game's Tennessee Farm Families Most
Outstanding Player of the Game after he amassed 204 yards of total offense and a pair of touchdowns in the Division II-AA clash.
DAVIDSON ACADEMY 53, UNIVERSITY SCHOOL JACKSON 35
In the Division II-A bout, Davidson uncorked the championship slate's top comeback performance.
Down as much as 21-6 in the rst half, Davidson rallied to within 21-19 by the half and used a 34-point second-half explosion to pull away
for the crown.
USJ, however, showed remarkable poise. Even after Davidson had staked itself to a 26-21 lead in the third frame, the Bruins got a Tyke
Tabor 61-yard touchdown and Steele Haynes' 2-point conversion run for a nal lead, 29-26, with just 17 minutes left in the game.
Davidson then reeled off 27 unanswered points to seize command.
Grif n Swinea turned in a performance for the ages when he rushed for 284 yards and four of his team's eight touchdowns as Swinea
galloped to Most Outstanding Player honors. Swinea is the son of Davidson Academy's legendary softball coach, Stacy Swinea, a former
TSSAA Distinguished Service Award winner.
MCCALLIE 44, MEMPHIS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL 0
In what was one of the most suffocating defensive performances in recent TSSAA history, the Blue Tornado yielded just 97 yards' total
offense and a mere seven rst downs to MUS in the Division II-AAA title game.
McCallie cemented its third all-time crown against the Owls with a dominant rst-half performance. McCallie led 21-0 at the intermission
and 37-0 through three quarters.
McCallie running back B.J. Harris' 173-yard, three-touchdown performance was good enough for Most Outstanding Player honors.
The opportunistic Blue Tornado defense amassed ve interceptions, six tackles for losses and broke up six passes to cap a 9-3 season.
FAYETTEVILLE 20, SOUTH PITTSBURG 14
South Pittsburg has been playing for state football championships since the outset of the TSSAA playoffs in 1969.
But this year, Fayetteville found its championship path for the Tigers' rst-ever state crown in the Class 1A clash.
With the game knotted at 14-all and barely three minutes left on the clock, Fayetteville (13-2) got a 29-yard scoring run from eventual
Most Outstanding Player Kenardo Jackson for the nal margin.
On a whopping 30 carries, Jackson nished with 210 yards and two touchdowns.
“It's a miracle to be at this point,” said title-winning coach Kenny Morson. “God's blessed us to get to here. Thank goodness we got to play
it all. If you had told me we would get to play (15) games back in the summer, I wouldn't have taken that bet no way.”
PEABODY 35, MEIGS CO. 13
The Golden Tide of Peabody are winners of 37 games in a row, three of the state championship kind, after dispatching Meigs County in the
Class 2A bout.
Peabody got on track early with three rushing scores from eventual MOP DreQuan Vaughn and took the lead for good less than seven
minutes into the game, when Vaughn rushed into the end zone from 11 yards.
The Golden Tide (14-0) capped off their third-straight 2A crown in dominant fashion and, while the school can try to win a fourthconsecutive crown in 2021, it cannot do so in the same division. With new enrollment numbers gathered this fall, Peabody has been
reclassi ed into 1A for the next TSSAA cycle.
ALCOA 35, MILAN 0
The Tornadoes have ascended to levels under head coach Gary Rankin rarely seen in the high school ranks anywhere in the United States.
Alcoa was dominant as it captured a sixth-straight Class 3A title in the shutout-win against Milan, which had powered to the title game
under rst-year coach Carl Diffee.

Ahmauud Sankey established the early tone for Alcoa (14-1) with a pair of rst-quarter touchdowns, and quarterback Caden Buckles passed
his way to MOP honors with a 19-for-24, 288-yard, two-touchdown performance.
The Tornadoes are 19-time state champions in Tennessee, the gold standard program for gold-ball trophies, and Rankin secured his 16th
state crown in the process.
“It's always exciting,” Rankin said of the opportunity to play for another state title. “It's no doubt been probably the toughest season I've
been through in a long, long time. With all the unknowns and trying to keep kids healthy, it's been a challenge.”
As is tradition, Alcoa met the challenge head-on and has the championship hardware to show for it.
ELIZABETHTON 41, HAYWOOD 14
The Cyclones blew through Haywood en route to a perfect, 15-0 campaign and their second state championship in as many years.
Paced by an explosive opening frame after which it commanded a 21-0 lead, Elizabethton bottled up Haywood's offense and got three
scores from game MOP Jake Roberts – including a championship record-setting 82-yard fumble recovery for six in the second-straight
championship for current head coach and former Cyclone and Virginia Tech player Shawn Witten.
Roberts also had a 21-yard interception return for a score in addition to his 72-yard scoring reception from quarterback Bryson Rollins.
SUMMIT 28, OAK RIDGE 7
The Spartans were dominant as they secured the school's rst-ever football title and extended the championship drought of Oak Ridge in
the 5A bout. Oak Ridge remains one of the state's all-time winningest programs but has been denied a state crown since 1991.
Summit (14-1) blitzed the Wildcats with 14 points in the rst seven minutes, 33 seconds and never looked back in cruising to the title.
Game MOP Destin Wade, the Spartans' junior quarterback who holds verbal scholarship offers from a number of major college football
programs, ran for two touchdowns and threw for another score in the dominant performance.
The Spartans' defense limited Oak Ridge to just nine rst downs and 145 total yards.
OAKLAND 56, BRENTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 33
The Patriots won their second Class 6A title in three years as they polished off an incredibly dominant 15-0 season under coach Kevin
Creasy.
Oakland scored rst, taking the lead less than midway through the rst quarter and staying atop for the game's nal 42 minutes, 42
seconds.
Running back Jordan James galloped to MOP honors with his 226-yard, six-touchdown performance that helped the dynamic tailback race
into the TSSAA record books with the second-most touchdowns all-time in a championship game.
Oakland led 42-12 at the half and 56-26 late before Brentwood, which was trying to match the championship feat of its volleyball program
just weeks earlier, tacked on the nal score. The Bruins closed the year 11-4.
The Patriots have emerged as a dominant force on the 6A level in recent years under Creasy. They've lost just three games since the start of
the 2017 campaign, all to Maryville in a rivalry great for high school football in Tennessee, and Oakland has handed the Rebels two of their
worst defeats all-time in both of its championship seasons since 2018.
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Long-time MBA wrestling coach honored for
distinguished service
December 21, 2020
Wrestling's been a part of Frank Simpson's life, well, almost longer than he can remember.
The legendary Montgomery Bell Academy coach rst wrestled in high school at Father Ryan, then
collegiately at MTSU and since has logged more than four decades in the sport that he grew to love
from a mere happenstance event.
“I actually saw my rst wrestling match in 1968 when I went and watched Father Ryan wrestle Notre
Dame,” Simpson said. “At that time my oldest sister (Sue Ann) was dating a wrestler at Ryan, and I
thought it would be cool to see what wrestling is all about.
“The rest is history. Fell in love with the sport that night.”
Frank Simpson

Since then, Simpson – and his brother, Patrick, Father Ryan's wrestling coach and a former national
wrestling coach of the year – have been intertwined with the sport in the Volunteer State. For these
reasons and myriad others, Frank Simpson is the TSSAA's Distinguished Service Award recipient for the month of December.
Frank has spent more than a quarter-century at the prestigious MBA, a school that demands in all facets the discipline Simpson expects
from both his wrestlers and himself.
This year, however, is a new role for the veteran coach and MTSU Wrestling Hall of Famer.
This year, son Patrick Simpson is MBA's head coach. Dad is the assistant.
“Having Patrick there, it's been an easy transition for me probably because he's a lot like his dad,” said Simpson, who began his career as a
98-pound wrestler and nished it at 142. “He's been a great asset as an assistant coach, has done all that I've asked him to do and more.
So that's been a pleasure to work with him and seeing him grow as a young teacher and coach.
“I just felt it was time to give him the reins and let him start being the head coach. Our school has been very good about letting Patrick
take that role. I'm sure a lot of people would have loved to have that job, but they felt like they had the right one with Patrick and we work
well together. The kids have accepted Patrick as their head coach and look up to him. I enjoy seeing him taking that leadership role. He's
going to be very successful, too.”
The elder Simpson's presence and success have been synonymous for so long at MBA. It's hardly gone unnoticed.

“Frank has been an institution at MBA,” said Brad Lampley, his son, Jackson, a former MBA football All-America selection who signed with
Tennessee, and who has served on the Nashville Sports Council and Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame boards. “What he has done with the
wrestling program has been incredible, but what he has done in helping shape these young men into productive citizens, husbands, fathers
is truly remarkable.
“MBA has been richly blessed by Frank Simpson and his family.”
Simpson cares little for any spotlight. He wants the focus on the kids, be it his wrestlers or otherwise. This COVID-19 pandemic year is
unprecedented, even for someone whose love for the sport stretches to the late 1960s.
“Obviously wrestling's been my expertise and it's just working with the kids and seeing the kids grow,” said Simpson, one of nine kids
growing up and who, with wife, Margaret, have 10 children. “Most of the kids that I get have never wrestled before and my philosophy in
coaching has always been to not build just wrestlers but build men of good character. A lot of people have asked me who's your most
successful wrestler, and it's not always the state champions and guys who achieve the most on the mat. It's what I see in them 10, 15, 20
years down the road, good family men, married with children and doing a good job. That's what I consider success.
“The pandemic has really been a stressful year for not just me as a coach but it is for every coach. It's put a lot of extra pressure on the
coaches to keep the kids safe, so that they can continue to compete.”
Father and son have worked diligently on the program's COVID-19 protocols in order to give this season's MBA squad its best opportunity
for maximum competition.
“We've worked very well together putting in the protocols that we have to try to keep our boys safe,” said Simpson, whose ve sons all
wrestled for him and three of whom wrestled collegiately at West Point. “It's a dif cult year trying to get matches and keep a schedule.
“We keep moving forward, and the big thing is our kids on our team understand the times that we're in and how we're trying to keep them
safe and still have a season. It's been dif cult for every coach in the country, but I'm proud of our kids.”
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With legendary coach sidelined, Brentwood
volleyball perseveres
TSSAA Hall-of-Famer Campbell sets team up for success in her absence
November 25, 2020
Barbara Campbell chalked it up to sinus congestion.
Certainly, she believed, it was not a serious medical issue.
And Campbell had watched her players' sel ess actions, their willingness for hard work and to be anything but, well, a “normal teenager”
as an unprecedented pandemic roared around the globe. COVID-19 has threatened the very fabric of in-person education and
extracurricular activities, such as participation in a volleyball program with national renown as testament to dedication for a singular
cause; a team unit with a central heartbeat.
Campbell would battle through the headaches, she reasoned, because everyone already had sacri ced just to present a season with any
semblance of normalcy.
“I was really having bad headaches and tooth pain,” Campbell said, recalling the course of events in late September. “I did go to the clinic
thinking it was a sinus issue and was treated for sinus problems. It wasn't sinus. The very next evening, I passed out.
“Luckily my husband (Mike) was here and acted quickly. I did suffer a stroke, and I went to the ER. They ew me to Vanderbilt, and I was in
the hospital for two weeks.”
Sixteen state volleyball championships for Brentwood, the last eight in a row, reveal the story of a program with a granite foundation, a
legendary leader, committed, talented players and assistant coaches as well as an ability to adapt.
No tale, however, quite comes close to the story of the 2020 Brentwood Lady Bruins' volleyball dynasty and their iconic coach, Barbara
Campbell, whose potentially dire health situation transformed into a rallying point for the powerhouse program.
In winning an unprecedented eighth-straight TSSAA Class AAA State Volleyball Championship this fall, the Lady Bruins wove together a
story of perseverance and toughness as iron-willed as their head coach.
“Well, it's been a stressful season,” Campbell said matter-of-factly after rst making sure to note she'd prefer any interview be with her
Brentwood players or assistant coaches, Angie Noble or Cathy Cram. “In the beginning, we were just praying that we would have a season.
Early on, we were told that we were not able to do our preseason events that we scheduled and then the schedules we had worked hard to

prepare, we were told that we couldn't do the overnight travel.
“So those out-of-town, out-of-state tournaments that we really depend on for not only the
competition but for team bonding and the playing experience, we weren't able to do those. It was
basically a week-to-week thing.”
No entity in athletics has been spared this year from COVID-19's invisible tentacles. Major League
Baseball, the NBA and NHL, and professional golf, all played truncated seasons. In Tennessee, as in
almost every state around the country, spring sports were wiped off the calendars almost
simultaneously to their scheduled starts.
This fall, COVID-19 has cost prep football teams games and playoff opportunities; it has forced the
cancellation or postponement of countless college football and NFL contests.
Naturally, no matter how tightly the Lady Bruins worked to remain ensconced in their community and
team cocoon, the coronavirus hammered their program as well.

Patricia Flowers, Siegel Head Coach and
Barbara Campbell, Brentwood Head Coach
(Charles Pulliam/Williamson Herald)

“It's crazy because I had a very competitive play-day at Brentwood instead of an out-of-state
tournament,” Campbell said. “The day before, I started getting the phone calls, 'Coach, I'm
quarantined because of COVID exposure.' I had ve kids out.
“I went ahead with it and at one time there were four freshmen on the court. With adversity, in the long run, I think that helped strengthen
my team in areas. Players had to step up who normally weren't called upon. And then players we still had on the court had to assume more
responsibility. I really do believe that did make my team stronger. It was a very stressful time.”
A period that laid bare the great leadership with which Campbell, Noble and Cram had infused the program.
“My seniors with gifts of leadership really took charge of their attitudes with a strong focus on team,” Campbell said. “And just once again,
they would not be denied.
“They overcame enormous adversity with COVID and then my absence due to health issues with the power of their determined attitudes
and intense desire.”
A six-year assistant in the program, Cram saw the team's indefatigable approach redoubled in the absence of Campbell.
“I feel very proud of it, because going through all those adversities and we were still able to make it,” said Cram, whose daughter, Andrea
Aceveda, turned four-straight Brentwood volleyball championships into a full scholarship from prestigious Furman University. “A lot of
people were hoping for us to lose, but we were able to still pull it through. Everybody, every year just wants to beat Brentwood, and I enjoy
having all those rings.

Coach Campbell with Brentwood Assistant Coaches (Charles Pulliam/Williamson Herald)

“It's a privilege and honor to coach at Brentwood with Coach Campbell. I've been in three different high schools and Brentwood is a special
place. Coach Campbell does everything she can to help the kids get better.”
The players and coaches likewise kept alive Campbell's spot on the bench during her absence for medical reasons as the season stretched
into the postseason.
Everyone associated with Brentwood volleyball, and Tennessee volleyball, for that matter, knows that Campbell has always preferred to
perch at the end of the bench, where she nds a better feel and view of the game. With their coach absent, Brentwood left a golden crown
in Campbell's traditional space.
Still, as the Lady Bruins battled to the crescendo of their season – a championship bout against rival Siegel High School – Campbell had
resolved to stay away from the program that she'd worked to de ne as among the best nationally in any prep sports program.
Noble intervened.
“Just like an hour before the team was to play, Coach Noble called me,” said Campbell, whose daughters, Kendra, Keri and Courtney all
won championships with the program. “And she said, 'Barbara, are you going to be able to come?' And I said, 'I've thought about it. I'm
gonna stay home. Y'all are on a roll. You've got this. I don't want to be a distraction. Then I said, 'What do you think?'
“And she was like, 'Barbara, the best thing you can do for these girls, your girls, is to come to the state nals match. It's the best thing you
can do.' They really had been playing for me, and I felt it. They included me in the postseason, with T-shirts, with cards, emails and
encouragement. The coaches, too. When Coach Noble told me the best thing I can do is just show up, I said, 'OK, I gotta go.'
“I told the family, got ready in 10 minutes and my husband, who's a big Brentwood volleyball fan, drove me to the match. Luckily, we got
there just right before the state nal match started, right before the rst serve, and I was able to walk in and join the team.”
That Brentwood had found itself in position to extend its dynastic run, Campbell explained, was due to the players' dedication and the
assistant coaches' devotion to the cause.
“Although they came to me with experience and expertise, these ladies have been trained together for six and eight years,” she said of
Noble and Cram, respectively. “So they were able to step in, step over, take the reins and help the girls through and direct the girls through
that really important time in the season, the postseason. For two weeks of it, through districts and regions, I was in the hospital and wasn't
even streaming games at that time. I just wasn't able to focus and concentrate on what we were doing, exactly the game plan. My assistant
coaches just took charge.

“Luckily, I've always referred to tournament time as party time for the Lady Bruins. It's just a fun time, and we've usually paid the price in
preparation.”
Cram notes that Campbell already is working to plan some kind of banquet for the Lady Bruins, with an eye toward the COVID-19 protocols,
and working on Brentwood's 2021 schedule.
“Even when she is home resting, she is still 100% involved with the team,” Cram said.
The fun is now returning in more areas of everyday life for Campbell, who's recovering on schedule from the harrowing hemorrhagic stroke.
“I went for my last CT Scan and was given great news,” Campbell said. “Everything looks great, I'm healing, and it's going to take a little bit
more time to get that strength and stamina back, and although I'm beginning to feel pretty good, I have to pace myself. I'm also very, very
blessed.
“I have three daughters, all of them played for me, and they were with me every minute of what we went through. Someone has been with
me every minute all along. I'm very thankful. I'm also very, very fortunate and blessed to be in a community where the parent support is just
unbelievable. These parents will do anything to support their kids and help them be successful. And the administration at Brentwood, our
athletics director, Joe Blair, and principal, Kevin Keidel, I can't even begin to think there could be a better situation as far as allowing the
con dence of working in an environment like that, what it does for a coach. It's just very motivating and encouraging and I'm grateful and
I'm blessed. Terribly blessed. Wow. And I'm getting better.”
Sometimes, real life is better than Hollywood.
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James Beach: Catherine Neely Was Chattanooga’s
Finest Treasure
Wednesday, November 18, 2020 - by James Beach

The author, Hall of Fame sportswriter James Beach, left, and multiple Hall
of Famer, Catherine Neely.
- photo by Contributed
One of the first things you see when you walked into Catherine Neely’s home is a framed
collage of pictures. It is displayed prominently. You can’t miss it. In fact, it is meant to be
seen. There is no need to inquire about it because smack dab in the very middle of the frame,
typed in big bold letters, is its explanation:
HALLS OF
FAME
CATHERINE
NEELY
That’s right: Halls, plural with an s.

And neatly surrounded around the bold proclamation are eight different pictures, each taken
on very special nights in which Catherine Neely was deservingly honored for her 50 years of
sports contributions into eight different Hall of Fames. I dare say there are maybe a handful of
people nationally with eight such pictures of eight such honors. If any.

It is something you would expect to find on the wall of someone so distinguished. It is
something I personally would probably have printed on my business card, something that
might somehow find its way on a yard sign, or a billboard for that matter. Just outside my
neighborhood, you know, so it would not be quite so obvious I put it up

Search

That said it is not something I would expect on Catherine’s wall. Maybe tucked away in her
closet, or gathering dust beneath her bed, but not on her wall. When East Ridge High School
named its Gym after her, it had to be done in top secrecy as much to surprise her as to avoid
her wrath. Catherine Neely was never ever about Catherine Neely in anything she did.
Of course, one of the things I always got away with when it came to Catherine was giving her
a hard time. She had raised me during my formative sports reporting years in the early 80s
and one of the things she taught me was an ability to stand my ground when it came to big
bad coaches. And Catherine was the biggest, and the baddest. I swear when she got riled up,
you could see the curls tighten on the prominent perm on top of her head.
The first thing out my mouth after seeing the print the first time was “so, that’s what a
framed ego looks like.”
She immediately dropped that lower jaw, her eyes steeled up and the curls got a little tighter.
I might as well have called one of her volleyball players in the net on match point.
“Do you really think that picture is about me? The things you can’t see in every one of those
pictures at every one of those celebrations are all the kids who played for me. If I had a
thousand losses instead of a thousand wins, they probably wouldn’t have even sold me a
ticket to attend a Hall of Fame induction,” Catherine said, her voice rising just a little with
each syllable.
“The thing you can’t see is the support I had from my administration to get the things done
to build an athletic program my girls deserved. The things you can’t see are all the great
coaches around this town who pushed me to be the best I could be and allowed me to work
with them so all our kids would benefit. And finally, the thing you don’t see is the sacrifice and
the love my family had for me to allow me those countless hours away from them,” she
finally took a pause to breath before adding, “I put that picture up as a reminder of all those
things because those are the things I see in the picture.”
And that, if you wanted to cram it in a nutshell, is Catherine Neely.
But to those in her life who she left behind early Wednesday morning after a lengthy battle
with health issues, there will never be a nutshell to fit the legend of Mrs. Neely within.
Chattanooga has a long proud history of outstanding female dignitaries. Ladies such Betty
Probasco, Juanita Merrill, Grace Keith, Susan Thurman, Sue Bartlett and Peggy Thomas come
to mind but with apologies to each no one had a more inspiring legacy than the 78-year run
Catherine Neely put together. Catherine was this town’s greatest treasure.
Neely was equal parts advocate, coach, administrator and friend. It is hard to pigeon hole her
into just one category when she did them all so well.
As an advocate, she probably had more influence on high school girls’ athletics than anyone in
our state. Volleyball will always be synonymous with her name and it is hard to argue it was
where she had her greatest impact. It was also her greatest passion.
When I was assigned high school volleyball as a beat back in 1981 for the Chattanooga Free
Press I felt there probably wasn’t a lower rung on the ladder. Oh, how wrong I was.
Catherine and Juanita Merrill at Kirkman put their gracious arms around me and welcomed
me like no other. As the years passed, I managed to climb more rungs on the ladder in my
career. I witnessed Masters wins and Final Four tilts. I covered football bowls across the land
from Sugar to Cotton and Fiesta and all the ones in between. I met sports personalities larger
than life: Arnie and Jack; Bo and Barkley; Paterno and Majors; Elway and Marino; Mantle and
DiMaggio.
None of what I did in this field over the last 40 years brought me as much joy as weeping
with Catherine in the corner of the dressing room after she won her first state volleyball title
in 1997.
And I have never seen a collection of peers more overjoyed for one of their own. The Lady
Pioneers lost to a great Brentwood Academy in pool play in that state tournament and fought
all the way back to the finals for what everyone assumed would be more of the same.
Especially after Brentwood put a 15-3 first game trouncing on Neely’s bunch. But this was
Catherine at her finest, and when her girls responded with a 16-14 win to force a winnertake-all finale, there was a buzz in the air.
I was as nervous as if my own daughter was playing, but I was prepared to console Catherine
just as I had many times, including in back-to-back championship losses in 1988 and 89,
both of which I missed living in Knoxville covering the UT beat. Both were long phone
conversations. Catherine was the ultimate class act, sportsmanship personified, but she hated
to lose.
“The thing about Catherine is we are so much alike as competitors, but we always walked
away best of friends afterwards. But the times I got the best of her, it was usually a day or
two before she talked much,” laughed Susan Thurman recalling their rivalry when she headed
up the great Red Bank program.

Catherine would bite my head off for saying this, but Brentwood was the better team in that
’97 field, but by the time the decisive game rolled around, everyone not wearing a Brentwood
shirt was rooting hard for Catherine. Those who appreciated the moment realized the gravity
of it.
Seven times she had brought a team to the state tournament and seven times she left not
talking to folks for a couple of days.
On this day, though, Catherine caught my eye to the side and as only she could do, looked at
me and mouthed so no one could see: “We got this.” And between the energy inside the
MTSU Arena and the sheer determination, East Ridge did indeed have it, winning one of the
all-time great finales with a 19-17 victory for Catherine’s first of two state titles.
The number of appreciative well wishers was a testament to the appreciation for the lady
former TSSAA executive director Ronnie Carter called “the queen of volleyball.”
“Everything that Catherine did was always bigger than her and bigger than East Ridge. It was
always for the benefit of the sport and the girls who played it. She always knew how to work
things to get it done. She would wander up to me or call me and it was always ‘Ronnie, I have
an idea I want to throw you’ and the next thing I know it was done,” Carter said.
It was Neely along with Merrill who got the sport sanctioned in time for Merrill’s great Kirkman
squads to reel off five straight titles beginning in 1976. It was Neely who got the field
expanded beyond one division. It was Neely who got pool play incorporated into the event and
later double-elimination brackets. Ideas Neely just happened to throw around. What began as
one eight-team tournament in 1976, now has four championships and 32 teams total vying
for them.
Neely won more volleyball matches than all but two people nationally with her 1,395 victories
en route to becoming the winningest coach in the state of Tennessee. And as much as she
loved winning games, she loved growing the game.
Thurman and her always travelled together with their teams and found themselves at the
University of Florida for a camp in the 90s. With all the teams there, once matches began it
was Red Bank from one bracket and East Ridge from the other making their way to a
championship match.
“We spent all that money and travelled all that way only to wind up playing each other in the
finals. That was the day, Catherine and I decided we could do that in our own backyard. We
wound putting a plan in place to start a camp, and then it evolved into play days, and before
long everyone was coming,” Thurman recalled.
“One year we had the state champion from Florida, Alabama, Kentucky, South Carolina and all
three Tennessee state champs at camp. People came because of Catherine. Her name carried
that kind of weight across the South. She has done more for volleyball than anyone in the
South. I was honored to call her my friend, and I loved her,” Thurman added.
As did just about everyone involved with the sport. With some people you meet them and it
takes some time to form an opinion. With Catherine, you were never late to the party
because she put you at ease. She was genuine. Even those she knew were there to compete
with here, she was always confident enough to give away all her secrets.
“If there was a new coach in town, Catherine was the first to reach out to them to help
them. She shared drills, and invited them in to watch her practice. Her influence wasn’t just
on her own kids, it was on everybody’s kids,” said Thurman.
Connie Young, who was the architect behind four Bradley Central state titles, agreed.
“She did so much for all of us in the sport. I knew early on that if you were going to compete
you had to compete with her, and if you could do that, then it didn’t matter if you won or loss,
you won,” Young said. “In my opinion, she ranks right up there with Pat Summitt.”
The comparison to Summitt is an interesting parallel. Both were rising tides who brought
everyone in their respective sports up with them, and Catherine absolutely loved the Lady
Vols. And she didn’t sit at home watching them on TV.
One of the reasons our relationship prospered so was our connection with the Lady Vols. I
must have covered hundreds of Lady Vol battles, and I can’t recall one where I didn’t look at
the best seats in the house and spot Catherine and her sidekick Grace Keith. Friends used to
make a game out of spotting the two on TV in their prime seats.
“It was like the guy wearing the rainbow wig with the John 3:16 sign. They were
everywhere,” laughed Thurman.
Keith coached Catherine at Hixson in 1959 and the two formed an inseparable bond.
“I was her coach first, but as we grew older, she was my closest friend. I can’t imagine her
not being here. She just paid for our season tickets and I picked them up yesterday. She

made sure it was taken care of even being in the hospital. She was always thinking of other
people first,” Keith said.
Over the years, Keith and Neely were my dinner mates at the Women’s Final Four. My wife’s
friends used to tease her about me being out of town covering girls all over the country, and
she would just laugh and say if you only they knew the company my husband keeps at these
things.
Keith, who is a legend in her own right, having started the UTC basketball program, was
constantly being mistaken for Catherine because of the similar hair styles.
“Folks called us Q-tips because of our white hair,” laughed Keith. “One time I was officiating a
game and went to find a drink between matches. I was walking the back hallways and some
kid hollered at me from a distance ‘hey, Mrs. Neely’ thinking I was Catherine. When he got
closer he realized it wasn’t her and tried to apologize. I looked at him and told him it was the
greatest compliment I had ever gotten.”
After retiring from coaching, Neely remained as the AD at East Ridge and got heavily involved
with, what else, a Hall of Fame. She was President of the Greater Chattanooga Sports Hall of
Fame, and her skill set there was unmatched.
“Catherine had more knowledge than anyone on the board and if she said you were a Hall of
Famer, you were a Hall of Famer,’ said former TV personality and fellow board member Darrell
Patterson. “When you have a board of 20 something people, it can get contentious at times,
but Catherine knew how to run a ship. It’s like Congress with so many different ideas and
opinions, but Catherine’s organizational skills were unmatched. And she commanded respect.”
Over the past 14 months, Neely has been in the hospital more so than out of it. Back in
February when the Hall of Fame inducted its last class, she checked out of the hospital the
day of the event and was there in a wheel chair. I was part of that induction class, and I had
been told she wouldn’t be there, but when I walked out, she was the first person I saw.
“You think some doctor is going to keep me away from this,” she smiled.
I felt like I belonged to her every bit as much as I belonged to my own mother, and having
her there was the highlight of my evening. She was so many things to so many people, but
Catherine Neely made me feel like I was the most special person in the room.
The most telling example of the kind of woman Catherine Neely was, though, is most evident
in her only child Allen. As much as Catherine has been in the hospital, her husband William
has also been battling illness. He just recently got released from the hospital and Allen ferried
his way between caring for his father and Catherine.
Back and forth. Day after day, all the time working his job.
That’s the kind of person only someone special could raise, and of the things Catherine Neely
has done, it was her greatest accomplishment.
(James Beach can be reached at 1134james@gmail.com)

The late Catherine Neely was a member of multiple Halls of Fame.
- photo by Contributed
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TSSAA Rewind: Finding direction, and a state
championship, at TPS
December 5, 2020
Third in a series of articles about the 1970 football champions.
The stage was set the prior year.
It was 1969, the inaugural edition of the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association football playoffs, and Tennessee Preparatory
School had carved a dominant path to the championship game. Burgeoning perennial power South Pittsburg had other plans, but the
setback in the title game made the historical 1970 campaign all the sweeter for TPS.
“We were pretty con dent the year before (in 1969), but we had never seen a single-wing offense,” former TPS standout and Nashville
Metro Schools principal Larry Saunders said of the South Pittsburg scheme. “What I remember the most is we were coming off the eld
after that game, and another coach that knew our Coach (Bobby) Newby looked at him and said, 'I thought you were going to win.' And
Coach Newby looked at him and said, 'I'll tell you what. I'll move up and play a tougher schedule next year, and we'll come up and win the
state.'”
Unscored upon in either playoff game, the TPS Bronco Busters cruised to the 1970 Class A State Championship with a 34-0 tour de force
against an up-and-coming Sweetwater squad that would chart its own path to history in subsequent years.
It was a landmark moment for the now-defunct school, a state-owned entity founded in the 1870s after a cholera outbreak in the Nashville
area left countless young children orphaned.
Nearly 100 years after the founding of the school, the state championship game became a rallying point for the entire school. The state
shuttered TPS in the early-2000s but has maintained a museum for it in which Saunders' state championship jacket proudly stands on
display.
“At school it was amazing,” said Saunders, a tackle and special teams starter on the title team. “Everybody celebrated. Everybody was
excited. Because we were a state school I don't think a lot of people gave us credit in athletics, because there were some good schools like
Lipscomb. And a lot of people didn't think we had that caliber of a team.
“Once we played a lot of teams, they found out. We knew how to play football. It was an exciting moment for the school. And for us, too.
Especially when we got our state championship football coats.”

The championship run was a precursor to a magical nal year for Saunders and his classmates; he teamed with Jay Bonds, Tony Ford and
Bill Thomas in the state championship track relays the ensuing spring in Memphis, where the TPS quartet set a then-record of 3 minutes,
47 seconds in the mile relay.
Sweetwater High saw rsthand that TPS had not advanced to the title clash by happenstance. The Wildcats had arrived at their rst-ever
championship appearance brimming with con dence, former quarterback Kippy Brown explained, but were popped early by TPS.
“If you look back through the record we had, I mean, we set scoring records and beat a lot of people badly,” said Brown, who would
graduate from Sweetwater to sign with Memphis, win a Super Bowl in the NFL and hold a decorated coaching career at all levels of
football. “We thought we were pretty good and, truth be told, we probably were a little full of ourselves when we got to that state
championship.
“In football, talent usually overrides coaching. Now, coaching matters, don't get me wrong. But usually the most talented team wins;
players on the eld gure out how to win. In that state championship game, they were better. They had more talent than we did. But what
it did was it showed us to where we needed to get to the next two years.”
Once TPS unleashed a fast start, Saunders said, the team felt destined to avenge its title loss from the previous year’s campaign.
“After the rst touchdown, we felt pretty good because they weren't scoring on us and weren't really driving,” he said. “By the time we
nished our second score, we got really red up. We all played to go win the State, and that was all that was on your mind.”
The championship reverberated far beyond the eld for TPS, both for the school's athletes and its general student body. Disadvantaged and
orphaned youths saw that a common goal could be achieved; life's course still open to a path of success.
“We were just a group that started together in 1968 and stuck it all the way to the 1970s to win the championship,” said Saunders, who
found success in both professional horse racing and in the United States Army's prestigious 101st Airborne before he dedicated his life to
public education. “You get a few good guys coming in and transferring out. Court may have sent you there for a certain amount of time,
but regardless if you were a good football player or not, you had to go back to your (home) county. We could lose some players that way.
“But to me and to others, it showed that regardless of where life has taken you, the outcome, you can change it. A lot of us didn't really
want to be there (at TPS). We wanted to have parents, some of us didn't have parents. We thought it must be better in the real world
outside from being in a state school.
“Then once you grow up with these guys, and back then we were black and white together, it didn't make any difference. We lived together,
ate together, did everything together. We realized that we did have a future and we could do whatever we set our minds to do with proper
guidance. We had some great coaches.”
Head coach Bobby Newby, a native of Warren County, passed of cancer in 2017 at the age of 82. A highly-regarded leader, he would later go
on to coach at Dyersburg and Warren County high schools and is a member of the Warren County Sports Hall of Fame.
TPS had just a 30-man roster on that historic squad and, in addition to Newby, Saunders said, coaches Jim Webb, Dan Thompson, Tony
Austin and Jimmy Gaylor all were instrumental to TPS' success.

TPS Yearbook Photos
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TSSAA Rewind: Undefeated Murfreesboro Central
marches to Class AAA football title in 1970
December 2, 2020
First in a series of articles about the 1970 football champions.
At the time, Gene Windham wasn't even sure it was his best team.
Fifty years later, the 1970 Murfreesboro Central squad, Class AAA State Champions in year two of the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic
Association football playoffs, is still considered by many as perhaps the all-time best team in Tennessee high school football history.
It's a stance Windham likewise proclaims.
“It was just a wonderful year; I think they're the best team to ever play in the state of Tennessee,” said Windham, then the Central head
coach who would later spend a decade on staff at Vanderbilt. “I'm basing that on players' talent, football ability, we had an advanced
system and the schedule we played.
“Players always make the team. Coaches don't make players. Players make coaches. Just God landed those players there, and we got to
coach them. I worked over at Vanderbilt for 10 years and was the recruiting director for many of those years. I saw thousands and
thousands of lms and visited hundreds of places, and I never saw another team that could equal what we had.”
As it was holding Memphis Melrose scoreless in that 1970 bout, cruising to the title with a 36-0 triumph, Central also was cementing its
place in Tennessee lore. On a roster with only 39 players, 16 signed college football scholarships, Donnie House pursued professional
baseball and Ed Netherland served as head trainer for Bill Battle's University of Tennessee program.
Among those signees, Jerry Anderson and Leo Martin signed with Oklahoma, where they won a pair of national championships. Anderson
commanded All-America honors during his Sooners career and also played in the NFL. Eight players inked with Southeastern Conference
programs, three signed with MTSU and Luther Allen landed at Oklahoma State.
“The playoffs were still in their early stages at that time,” said former TSSAA Executive Director Ronnie Carter, then a high school coach.
“There were still a lot of undefeated teams who didn't make the playoffs.
“But the big thing was, you knew about Murfreesboro Central. Everybody in the state talked about Murfreesboro Central.”
And why not? In an unblemished 12-game season including the semi nals and state championship bout, the Tigers allowed only 71 total
points – an obscenely stingy average of just fewer than six points per game. Only two of the two opponents scored two touchdowns.

Offensively, Central opened its 1970 revenge tour – it had lost in the '69 playoff semi nals – with ve-straight games of 48 or more points
and scored 36-plus points in eight contests, including the championship crescendo.
“We knew we had to win them all,” Windham said. “If you lost more than one, you probably didn't make the playoffs.”
Windham still can see the rst offensive and defensive snaps of that title contest.
On defense, the Tigers crashed through the Melrose line of scrimmage and dealt a devastating, tone-setting blow to the Golden Wildcats.
“We were able to penetrate the line and tackle the quarterback for a loss,” Windham recalled. “We hit him so hard, his helmet ew off.
That set the stage for how our players played on defense.”
A busted play on offense, one that turned into a rst-down gain for the Tigers, similarly established the tone on that side of the ball.
“On offense, we had a trap play called to the right, and we didn't trap the tackle,” Windham said. “Donnie Bratton was so fast, he was able
to cut right and get 12 yards with no blocking. Both those plays get down to personnel and not coaching. I remember then on offense, we
moved the ball right on down the eld. We ran a fake trap play and threw the football to our fullback, who popped up wide open.”
Central, Windham emphasized, had made it a point to diversify itself on both sides of the line of scrimmage. And a preseason scrimmage
let the Tigers' head coach know his team had progressed onto an advanced level.
“We scrimmaged Trinity, and they'd been state champs in Kentucky for two or three years in a row, and we beat them pretty good,”
Windham said. “I felt like that day, we were going to have a good team. A good team, not just pretty good. During the season we just took
them one game at a time. They just enjoyed playing football, and I just kind of turned them loose and let them play on Friday nights.
“We would change formations on the line of scrimmage, which was never done before. Which means teams we were playing had to practice
against two formations to get ready for us. We also ip- opped our offensive line, pulling guards, and ran pro-set and spread people out,
ran the strong-I and a variation of defenses.
“We were just lucky in Murfreesboro, they always did and still do like to play football.”
Just as Tennessee high school football historians still compare all champions to the standard stemming from that 1970 Murfreesboro
Central team.
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TSSAA Rewind: Maryville notches its rst football
championship
December 4, 2020
Second in a series of articles about the 1970 football champions.
They notched two of the most convincing wins seen to that point in the edgling TSSAA playoff series.
They outscored their opposition on the season by a whopping 305 points in just a dozen games – an average victory-margin of 25.4 per
contest.
More importantly, the 1970 Maryville High School Red Rebels set the state championship standard that has continued to this day for
Tennessee's high school program with the most all-time wins in football.
They bulldozed Cleveland, 42-14, to capture the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association 1970 Class AA crown, the rst of now 17
state championships.
“The 1970 team was the one that started it for Maryville,” said Furman offensive coordinator George Quarles, who led the Rebels to 11
titles between 2000-2014. “They were the players and coaches who set the standard for so many teams to come.”
In addition to the team's talented roster, a mix of skilled, athletic players and rugged, hard-nosed linemen, Maryville arguably had one of
Tennessee's all-time top trio of coaches on one staff. The Rebels were led by head coach Ted Wilson, with Benny Monroe as offensive
coordinator and Don Story as defensive coordinator. All three coaches earned a great deal of success throughout their careers, with
Monroe helping the Cleveland High School program ascend to unprecedented heights after his arrival to helm the Blue Raider squad.
“Top to bottom, that's still one of the best teams that Maryville ever had,” said Lynn Brown, a former Maryville assistant who never lost to
rival Alcoa in a dozen years on staff and a 2007 TSSAA Hall of Fame inductee. “It was something special.”
After being mostly dominant in 1969 but suffering a 20-point loss to Oak Ridge and a narrow defeat to rival Loudon, the Rebels started
what evolved into their rst championship march with a dominant win against Rhea County, 48-12.
Four of their rst six opponents were limited to six or fewer points.
More importantly, Brown noted, was that Maryville had been climbing as a program to this point.
In fact, Brown recalled Monroe once pulling him out of the classroom to take a look at the Rebels’ eventual championship quarterback
Tommy Beavers – as a middle schooler.

“I'm teaching at the junior high, a math class, and Benny comes to my classroom and says, 'Come here, come here, come here!,'” Brown
said. “I told him, 'I can't leave my class.' And he said, 'You've got to come see this. This seventh-grader can throw the ball 60 yards.'”
That moment was a precursor to Beaver's guidance of the program. Yet that 1970 squad also was socially historic as well.
Brown explained the impact of then-sophomore fullback Troy Bowman, an African-American.
“I really got close to Troy,” Brown said. “He was the rst Black player to really play football at Maryville High School. Gary Burch eld and
Steve Mynatt were halfbacks. We ran out of the wishbone and split-back some. Bob Hood was a really good player for us, and he ended up
becoming a Navy S.E.A.L.”
Maryville's toughest test along the way happened to be with defending state champion Loudon in the seventh game of the season, after
the Rebels had peeled off six-straight wins by outscoring their opposition by 174 points.
Everyone at the time knew that the victor in this game commanded inside position for one of only four statewide playoff berths.
“We had a really tough game with Loudon in the regular season, after they had won it 1969,” Brown said. “We beat them, 35-28. We beat
out Knox Holston for the playoffs, even though we both were undefeated. Back then, I think Holston had played somebody in a class below
them so we were the quali er based on the points system.”
Maryville's two playoff wins afforded lifelong memories for the program, but for altogether different reasons.
The opening postseason triumph against Lafayette High (the school now known as Macon County) and the rst playoff win of now more
than 130 for the Red Rebels, came with a unique lm-swap.
“We played Macon County in that rst game at Lebanon and Jim Satter eld was the coach at Trousdale County, one of their rivals,” Brown
said. “We got our lms from Satter eld, and I remember he told us, he'd give us the lms on one condition: He said, 'Beat them as bad as
you can possibly beat them.' We kind of called them off at the end and he said, 'You didn't beat them bad enough.'”
If that moment was unique for its backstory heading into the playoffs, what happened in the actual title game against Cleveland High
School has remained a bit of bizarre lore through ve decades.
“Spectators came off the side of the eld,” Brown recalled, “and one of them tackled Bob Hood in the end zone. They, of course, threw the
person out of the game. Bob Hood scores and this guy just tackles him, a spectator not even involved in the game.”
Maryville's ball-carriers weren't tackled too well that night, as it steamrolled to a 42-14 championship win.
It's a team that has stood the test of time in the football-rich community nestled against the Great Smoky Mountains and just a few miles
from fellow powerhouse Alcoa.
“A lot of folks who have followed Maryville football for a while still talk about the 1970 Maryville Rebels,” said current Maryville head
coach Derek Hunt, a state championship-winner for the Rebels as both player and coach. “One of our current teachers, Bill Stooksbury,
played on that team. I've heard some people say that they believe that group ranks up there with the best teams of all time, even with all
the success Maryville has had the last two decades.
“Obviously, they had to be very impressive.”
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2020 BlueCross Bowl kicks off Thursday
Nine champions to be crowned at Tucker Stadium
November 28, 2020
Eighteen teams have negotiated the 11-week regular season, four weeks of playoffs, and the coronavirus, to ultimately represent their
schools and communities in the 2020 BlueCross Bowl high school football championships this week in Cookeville, Tenn.
Although the capacity of Tucker Stadium on the campus of Tennessee Tech University is limited to 6,000 spectators, tickets are still
available for purchase through GoFan at https://gofan.co/tssaa. Tickets are $12 per game and must be purchased in advance online. The
stadium will be cleared following each game.
Purchase Tickets
Temperature checks will be required for entry and no one whose temperature measures above 100.4°F will be permitted to enter. All
spectators must wear facial coverings if within 6 feet of others and if using a projected voice within 15 feet of others at all times while onsite (except children under age 2) and maintain social distancing from anyone other than those living in the same household.
Telecasts of the BlueCross Bowl state championship games will be produced by the NFHS Network and distributed over a state-wide
network of broadcast TV stations. Live streaming video is also available at NFHSnetwork.com to those outside the coverage areas.

Championship Schedule
Thu. 11 AM, Division II-AA - Lipscomb Academy vs. CPA
Thu. 3 PM, Division II-A - USJ vs. Davidson Academy
Thu. 7 PM, Division II-AAA - McCallie vs. MUS
Fri. 11 AM, Class 3A - Alcoa vs. Milan
Fri. 3 PM, Class 1A - South Pittsburg vs. Fayetteville
Fri. 7 PM, Class 5A - Oak Ridge vs. Summit
Sat. 11 AM, Class 4A - Elizabethton vs. Haywood
Sat. 3 PM, Class 2A - Meigs Co. vs. Peabody
Sat. 7 PM, Class 6A - Oakland vs. Brentwood

Championship Notes
Half of the 2020 BlueCross Bowl participants made an appearance in the championship games a year ago. There are two
championship rematches from the 2019 BlueCross Bowl.
Alcoa, Davidson Academy, Elizabethton, McCallie and Peabody return to the BlueCross Bowl in 2020 as defending state champions.
Meigs Co. and Peabody met a year ago for the Class 2A state title. Peabody won the championship, 27-16.

USJ and Davidson Academy met a year ago for the Division II-A state championship. Davidson Academy claimed the title with a 31-21
victory.
Lipscomb Academy and CPA met a year ago in the Division II-AA state semi nals. CPA fell in the state championship game to ECS, 1714.
South Pittsburg and Fayetteville have met three previous times in the postseason. South Pittsburg has triumphed in every meeting,
outscoring Fayetteville by a 146-23 margin.
Alcoa and Milan met in the Class 3A championship games in 2008 and 2009. Alcoa was victorious in both meetings.
After winning the rst two playoff meetings (2009, 2013), USJ has lost two straight in the postseason to Davidson Academy (2014,
2019).
For the third time in the TSSAA playoffs, CPA will battle Lipscomb Academy. CPA eliminated Lipscomb Academy in both the 2014
quarter nals and the 2019 semi nals.
MUS and McCallie will face off in the Division II-AAA Championship for the rst time, after four previous postseason meetings since
2003. McCallie won the rst meeting, but MUS eliminated McCallie from the playoffs in 2011, 2013 and 2018.
Oak Ridge seeks its rst state title since winning the Class AAA championship in 1991.
Milan has nished runner-up four times since it won its last state championship in 1999 (2008, 2009, 2011, 2012).
Peabody has played for a state championship four times prior to 2020. The only time it lost a state nal contest was the school's rst
appearance in 1991. Peabody has won four state championships since 2014.
Among this year's nalists, USJ has the most championship appearances without a title. The school has nished runner-up six times
in the last 27 years (1993, 1998, 2000, 2009, 2011, 2019).

Pandemic Intensifies Need to Retain, Recruit Officials for High
School Sports
By Dr. Karissa Niehoff on October 14, 2020

nfhs news

In addition to the many new challenges for high school sports leaders this year, the COVID-19 pandemic
has intensiﬁed concerns regarding a longstanding issue – the shortage of high school sports oﬃcials.
At this time last year, we suggested that numerous veteran oﬃcials were retiring early, in large part,
because of unruly behavior by parents. In some cases, oﬃcials were quitting before they even reached
two years on the job – unwilling to take abuse from parents and other adult fans.
The 2017 survey of 17,000-plus oﬃcials by the National Association of Sports Oﬃcials (NAS0) supported
our views about the effects of parents’ behavior. While 42 percent of respondents said they started
oﬃciating for the love of the game, only nine percent responded that way when asked why they
continue to oﬃciate.
Although our messages were beginning to be heard across the country, we believe the pandemic will be
an additional wake-up call for parents and other fans. Surely, after the events of the past seven months,
these individuals will be grateful for any opportunity to attend contests this year and positively support
student participants.
While the NASO survey indicated that the level of poor sportsmanship was worse in competitive youth
sports (36%) and adult recreational sports (21%) than high school sports (14%), now – more than ever
before – we urge parents to let players play and oﬃcials oﬃciate.
On the ﬂip side, however, while the pandemic may help with gaining stronger support for oﬃcials from
parents and other fans, it has created other challenges – from the uncertain status of high school sports
in some states to individuals opting not to return to oﬃciating because of health concerns.

With the average age of oﬃcials nationally at about 53 years and many oﬃcials in their 60s, some
individuals have not returned this fall due to COVID-19 concerns. In South Carolina, for instance, more
than 80 football oﬃcials opted out this year, causing some games to be moved to Thursday nights.
Although registration of oﬃcials is down in many other states, the numbers are expected to rise some
when all sports are reinstated. State associations have encouraged numerous safety measures to
protect oﬃcials, such as wearing of face masks and gloves, social distancing, suspension of handshakes
and attending online preseason meetings.
In addition to retaining these incredible men and women currently serving as high school contest
oﬃcials, recruiting new individuals to serve in this capacity is more urgent than ever.
Since 2017, the NFHS has been involved in a national campaign – #BecomeAnOﬃcial – to recruit and
retain oﬃcials, and the program has achieved remarkable success. Now in its fourth year, more than
44,000 individuals have expressed interest in becoming an oﬃcial and have contacted their state
association to start the process.
In another silver lining to COVID-19, the interest in oﬃciating is skyrocketing this year. In the ﬁrst six
weeks of the 2020-21 school year, almost 6,000 people have expressed interest in oﬃciating high school
sports and have signed up through the #BecomeAnOﬃcial website at highschooloﬃcials.com. At this
rate, almost 30,000 potential new oﬃcials would be identiﬁed by the end of the year – almost double the
number from two years ago.
In the past, we have targeted speciﬁc groups of individuals that might be interested in oﬃciating, such
as college intramural sports directors, police, ﬁreﬁghters, EMTs, high school teachers and currently high
school coaches.
Another possibility for the future comes from Tennessee – call it “All in the Family.” After Teresa
Edmondson’s two sons ﬁnished their high school football careers at Mt. Juliet High School in 2017, she
decided to keep high school sports alive in the family in a surprising way – she became a high school
football oﬃcial. Two years later, her son, Noah, joined her as a Tennessee Secondary School Athletic
Association referee. They have worked a couple of games together and are the only mother-and-son
duo in the state.
Along with the incredible education-based teacher-coaches in our nation’s schools who have connected
virtually and in-person with students during the pandemic, the Edmondsons are among the hundreds
of thousands of men and women who sacriﬁce evenings throughout the year to serve as contest
oﬃcials. They are the unsung heroes of high school sports.
Next week provides a great opportunity to recognize the individuals who serve in these roles as National
High School Activities Month continues. Join the NFHS October 18-24 in celebrating National Coaches,
Advisors, Oﬃcials and Sponsors Week.

