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Board works through June agenda in summer meeting
The Board addressed a growing issue concerning virtual schools and athletic eligibility. The Board voted to permit the transfer of a

student’s athletic record to a district-operated virtual school under the existing rules permitting transfers due to school rezoning.

Read More

Heat illness prevention and other TSSAA policies
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) published a study in 2010 that stated heat illness is the leading cause of death and disability

among high school athletes. According to the CDC, there are more than 9,000 heat illnesses among high school athletes annually.

TSSAA strongly recommends that all coaches and sponsors of activities which occur outdoors complete the NFHS Heat Illness

Prevention Course before working with students each season.

Read More

Building positive relationships – and hoop skills – fuels Mariah
Chandler’s case for National Jr. NBA Coach of the Year
It would be easy to measure the impact Mariah Chandler is having within the Grizzlies Youth Basketball program by the skill

development sessions the former NCAA champion shares through camps, clinics and virtual videos. But Chandler prefers to assess

real success in other meaningful ways. Grind City Media went one-on-one with Chandler, who shared her remarkable basketball

journey, passion for youth development and her role with Grizzlies Youth Basketball.

TSSAA updates member schools with fall sports guidelines
and protocols
While the upcoming school year certainly looks much different than last year, COVID-19 is still an issue that member schools

across the state will continue to deal with. Providing a safe environment for student-athletes to practice and participate in high

school sports is something that administrators across the state will be striving to do amidst the ongoing pandemic.

Read More



Read More

Emily Crowell promoted to Assistant Executive
Director
TSSAA is proud to announce the promotion of Emily Crowell to the position of Assistant

Executive Director. She will become the fifth Assistant Executive Director to currently

serve on the staff and the first female to serve in that position since the association was

established nearly 100 years ago.

Read More

Book The Magic of Stephen for your school today
TSSAA Student Services and The Magic of Stephen provides three programs to Tennessee schools. The first emphasizes to

students the avoidance of chemicals or activities that could harm them and the dangers of violence and reckless behavior at

home, at school and on the road. Another focuses on bullying and avoiding risky behaviors. The third program is for adult

audiences, inspiring them to never give up on their students and is a great program for teacher in-service or professional

development days.

Read More

More than a field
With more than 3,500 successful installations around the United States, Shaw Sports

Turf understands your new field of play is no small investment. That's why they provide

the service and support needed to maximize your turf investment from game plan to

game on. Shaw Sports Turf designs balanced systems that support the athlete from head

to toe.

Read More

Call for Submissions
We want to include your thoughts in the monthly TSSAA Newsletter! Do you have 50-500 words to share on the topic of using

sports to promote resilience in young people? We welcome submissions from principals, athletic administrators, coaches and

students! Consider sharing your thoughts, essays or even poems for an upcoming issue. Please send submissions in Microsoft

Word format to mgillespie@tssaa.org.

TSSAA continues its support of the National SAT/ACT Prep Project through the NFHS and eKnowledge which allows any

Tennessee student to receive a 95% discount on SAT or ACT prep courses. This is a community-service, non-profit project and all

student fees are reinvested to improve the program and reach more families. The project has more than 45,000 five-star reviews

and has already assisted nearly 300,000 families. Learn more at https://eknowledge.com/TSSAA.
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TSSAA updates member schools with fall sports
guidelines and protocols
Recommendations provided with health and safety as a priority
July 27, 2021

While the upcoming school year certainly looks much different than last year, COVID-19 is still an issue that member schools across the
state will continue to deal with. Providing a safe environment for student-athletes to practice and participate in high school sports is
something that administrators across the state will be striving to do amidst the ongoing pandemic.

A memo outlining updated guidelines and protocols for the fall sports season was sent to administrators of member schools recently. The
information provided to schools is as follows:

In the absence of policy at the school or school district level, TSSAA encourages member schools to follow recommendations for face
coverings and social distancing from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).

In the absence of policy at the school or school district level, students who have been in close contact with a person with suspected
or con rmed COVID-19 should follow recommendations for quarantine from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).

All students who have tested positive for COVID-19 must receive clearance from a medical provider prior to resuming activities with
his/her team. If a student tests positive for COVID-19 and subsequently receives his/her pre-participation physical and is cleared to
play, no additional clearance is required. All coaches and students who are con rmed or suspected positive for COVID-19 should
follow recommendations for release from isolation from the CDC when considering a return to practice or activities.

These new guidelines will hopefully provide the administration of every member school the knowledge needed to make informed decisions
concerning their athletic programs as we continue to battle this coronavirus.
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Board works through June agenda in summer
meeting
June 9, 2021

The TSSAA Board of Control met on June 8 and 9, 2021 in Murfreesboro. The agenda was one of the largest in recent years with nearly 50
items for the Board to address.

The Board addressed a growing issue concerning virtual schools and athletic eligibility. The Board voted to permit the transfer of a
student’s athletic record to a district-operated virtual school under the existing rules permitting transfers due to a student's reassignment
by the school district.

As an emergency action for the upcoming school year, the Board voted to give virtual schools two options to choose from based on how it
wishes to conduct its athletic programs. The school (1) may eld its own teams, or (2) allow their students to participate in any sport at the
student's zoned public school. Virtual schools who are currently members and already participating in cooperative agreements must
choose one of the above options for the 2021-22 or make a special request to the Board of Control to continue their cooperative programs.

The Legislative Council will discuss this action at its December meeting and consider whether to make these rules a permanent part of the
TSSAA Bylaws or to make changes as it sees t.

Twelve schools applied for and were approved for membership in the association. Each school that applied for membership at the June
meeting is a virtual school. Those schools are Rutherford County Virtual School, The iLearn Institute at Lenoir City, Collierville Virtual
Academy, E.B. Wilson High School, VITAL (Virtual Instruction to Accentuate Learning), Greene Online Academy of Learning, Johnson City
Virtual Academy, WCS (Williamson County Schools) Online, Jackson Academic Steam Academy, Pioneer Virtual Academy, Germantown
Online School of Learning, and Roane County Virtual Academy.

In other action, the Board also voted to allow schools to return to their normal pre-season as allowed by the TSSAA Calendar and approved
a two-year extension to the contract with the Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce for Division I basketball tournaments and Spring
Fling through the 2022-23 school year.

A full report was given to the Board of Control by the staff in regard to the number of coaches ejected, disciplinary action and
unsportsmanlike incidents investigated during the 2020-21 school year. In addition, the Board voted to resume the A. F. Bridges Program
this upcoming school year. The Board of Control voted to allocate $27,000 for the athletic programs in the 27 schools with each school
receiving $1,000.



The Smyrna Bowling Center and Hendersonville Strike & Spare both submitted bids to host the state bowling tournament for the next two
years. The Smyrna Bowling Center was selected to continue to serve as host of the state tournament, which they have done since the sport
was sanctioned by TSSAA 20 years ago.

Numerous changes regarding the competition format and postseason format in the sport of bowling were approved by the Board. Team
format will now consist of one game of American 10-pin and ve Baker games. Individuals will now qualify for the state tournament by
competing in their respective Sectional Tournament. There will be four sections, each of which will be comprised of two regions. The
sectional tournament is open and the lanes will be oiled using the same “sport shot” pattern chosen for the state tournament. State
quali ers will be based on total pinfall after six games. The new postseason format for bowling can be found on the Bowling section of the
TSSAA website.

Documents

Board of Control Minutes (June 8-9, 2021) (PDF)



Health & Safety Policies

The information below highlights the areas which are critical in ensuring the health and safety of student athletes as well as maintaining
compliance with Tennessee state law.

Emergency Preparedness
It is critical that each team have its own Emergency Action Plan written specically for each practice and competition venue. A free, 20
minute course called “Anyone Can Save a Life” has been developed by the Minnesota High School League which will enable a team to
create its own plan utilizing the resources and personnel that are specic to that team. While there is currently no requirement for youth
sports coaches to develop their own emergency action plans for their team, TSSAA strongly recommends that all coaches and sponsors of
activities complete the Anyone Can Save a Life Training at the beginning of each sports season.

Emergency Action Plan Development
Anyone Can Save a Life Online Training
Sample Emergency Action Plan (PDF)

Heat Illness Prevention
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) published a study in 2010 that stated heat illness is the leading cause of death and disability among
high school athletes. According to the CDC, there are more than 9,000 heat illnesses among high school athletes annually.

While there is no existing requirement for youth sports coaches to have annual training for heat illness prevention and treatment, TSSAA
strongly recommends that all coaches and sponsors of activities which occur outdoors complete the National Federation of State High
School Associations (NFHS) Heat Illness Prevention Course before working with students each season.

TSSAA Heat Policy
Heat Policy Modications for Competition
NFHS Heat Illness Prevention Course

Concussion Information
Tennessee law and TSSAA policy mandates that certain procedures be followed when signs, symptoms, and behaviors consistent with a
concussion are observed in practice or competition. Tennessee state law also requires annual training on concussions for all youth sports
coaches. Educational materials must also be reviewed and signed by each student athlete and his/her parent or legal guardian. The
Tennessee Department of Health has also developed a set of guidelines for students who have suffered a concussion as they transition
back to the classroom.

TSSAA Concussion Policy
Concussion in Sports (Required annually for all coaches)
Required Paperwork for Parents and Student Athletes
Tennessee Department of Health-Return to Learn Guidelines

Sudden Cardiac Arrest Information
Tennessee law mandates annual training for any youth sports coaches regarding Sudden Cardiac Arrest in Athletes. Educational materials
must also be reviewed and signed by each student athlete and his/her parent or legal guardian. The availability of Auto External
De brillators (AEDs) at each venue where practice and competition take place is an integral part of the effectiveness of the response when
a cardiac emergency occurs. A link to a crowdfunding site which may allow your school to place more AEDs at the site of practices and
competitions can be found below.

Sudden Cardiac Arrest Course (required annually for all coaches by state law)
Required paperwork for all parents and student athletes
GotAED (crowdfunding site dedicated to placing AEDs where kids learn and play)

We have assembled a two-page document administrators can use to direct coaches toward professional development opportunities
that will help address the primary areas of athlete safety and allow your coaches to fulll the legal requirements of the State of
Tennessee.

View/Download: Professional Development Resources Fact Sheet



Lightning Guidelines
When severe weather is forecast, protocol and chain of command for suspension of play should be discussed in the pregame meeting with
the of cials. These guidelines provide a default policy to those responsible or sharing duties for making decisions concerning the
suspension and restarting of practices and contests based on the presence of lightning or thunder.

TSSAA Lightning Guidelines

Tobacco Policy
The use of tobacco in any form by coaches, ofcials, and athletes is prohibited at TSSAA-sanctioned events.

TSSAA Sports Medicine Advisory Committee
The TSSAA Sports Medicine Advisory Committee was established to review current and potential sports medicine policy and proposals and
make recommendations to the TSSAA Board of Control on all issues related to the health, wellness and injury reduction of member
schools’ student-athletes.

Learn More About the Committee
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Emily Crowell promoted to Assistant Executive
Director
Director of Championship Events elevated after 11 years on staff
June 24, 2021

TSSAA is proud to announce the promotion of Emily Crowell to the position of Assistant Executive
Director. She will become the fth Assistant Executive Director to currently serve on the staff and the

rst female to serve in that position since the association was established nearly 100 years ago.

“Emily has been such a hard worker since she joined the ofce over ten years ago,” stated Bernard
Childress, Executive Director. “She has been dedicated to her duties and always willing to take on
more and more responsibilities over the years. For that, and many other reasons, she is well deserving
of the position of Assistant Executive Director.”

Emily has been with the TSSAA ofce since 2010 serving as an administrative assistant prior to
becoming the Director of Championship Events for middle and high school tournaments. She will
continue to work with all state championships, overseeing the bid process, contracts, event
preparation, and event management among many other things. She has and will continue to oversee
Uni ed Sports as well as middle and high school eligibility issues.

Emily is a native of Nashville. She graduated from Harpeth Hall School and graduated cum laude from
Vanderbilt University in 2009 with a degree in History and Sociology. She received her Masters Degree
in Sport Administration from Belmont University in 2011.



Student Services

Magic of Stephen at Stewart County

The Right Team
Presented by the Tennessee Highway Safety Ofce

What is The Right Team?
The TSSAA Right Team was established in 1996 to be a resource for schools in the following areas:

Student leadership development
Race relations
Alcohol, tobacco and drug prevention
Eating disorders/body image information
Con ict resolution/violence prevention
Sportsmanship and citizenship education

Students' Thoughts on Program

In the last ten years, the Right Team has directly reached about 300,000 students across the state of Tennessee. One of the most exciting
programs offered to the schools through the TSSAA Right Team is the Magic of Stephen.

Stephen Bargatze, the Director of the Right Team, uses his magical talent to entertain students in assemblies, clubs or classrooms.
Stephen has performed magic for over 40 years and has won numerous awards. Once he has earned the respect of the students through
magic, Stephen has the opportunity to discuss the dangers of drugs, alcohol and tobacco, the importance of seat belts and the importance
of following the rules of the road.

This year, Stephen will provide three programs to Tennessee schools. In the rst program, Stephen emphasizes three points to the students
which are to 1) respect their parents, 2) respect their teachers, and 3) respect themselves not to get involved with chemicals or activities
that could harm them at school or on the road. This program focuses on students as individuals and the dangers of violence and reckless
behavior at home, at school and on the road.



In the second program, The “Magic of Stephen” inspires adult audiences to never give-up on their students and to go the extra mile for
every student. This is a great program for teacher in-service or professional development days.

The purpose of the third presentation discusses the dangers of drinking and driving and risky behaviors, but the primary focus will be on
bullying.

The TSSAA Board of Control feels that the Right Team is one of the greatest programs ever provided by the TSSAA. There is currently a
small fee charged to member schools utilizing the Magic of Stephen/Student Services program of $250 for one session and $300 for more
than one session.

If you have any questions about the The Right Team and are interested in a visit to your school, please contact Courtney Brunetz.

Courtney Brunetz,
Right Team Coordinator
Of ce: (423) 624-0762
Fax: (423) 622-5693
Email: cbrunetz@tssaa.org

In the News

Magician juggles weighty subjects (Maryville Daily Times, 2019)

Magic of Stephen has impact beyond words (TSSAA.org, 2019)

Magician teaches about good life choices (WJHL, 2017)
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