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Gibson County family selected as national Spirit of Sport Award
recipient
The Wyatt Family, a family of four from Medina, Tennessee, has been selected the 2022 national recipient of the National High School
Spirit of Sport Award by the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS).

Read More

Lamar Rogers set for induction into National High School Hall of Fame
The state of Tennessee’s all-time winningest girls’ basketball coach and 46-year-veteran leader of the Clarkrange Lady Buffaloes
basketball program is set for induction into the National High School Hall of Fame in July.

Read More

Legislative Council to meet on Tuesday, April 5
The TSSAA Legislative Council will meet at the Embassy Suites in Murfreesboro on Tuesday, April 5, 2022. The meeting will be held in
the Mirabella H & I meeting rooms and will begin at 2:00 p.m. central time.

Read More

Cleveland softball coach honored for distinguished service
A former standout pitcher for the Alcoa Lady Tornadoes softball program, Rogers initiated her collegiate life at the University of
Tennessee and in the school’s prestigious, rigorous engineering program. Still, family and faith helped Rogers recognize she was
destined for a different path in life.

Read More
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2022 Mr. and Miss Basketball Award Winners Announced
The winner of each respective award in TSSAA's six basketball classifications was announced at an awards presentation on the floor of
Murphy Center on the campus of MTSU on Monday

Read More

Congratulations to the 2021-22 State Basketball Champions
Twelve TSSAA member schools earned state championship titles this month after 13 days of tournament play at Eblen Center in
Cookeville and Murphy Center in Murfreesboro.

Read More

TIAAA Athletic Directors Conference set for April 2-5, 2022
This year’s event, slated for April 2-5 at Murfreesboro’s Embassy Suites, offers multiple leadership training courses, elements key in
both personal and professional growth and understanding of the ever-evolving athletics landscape.

Read More

2022 Mr. and Miss Basketball Awards Finalists
Congratulations to all finalists for the 2022 Mr. and Miss Basketball Awards.

Read More

Call for Submissions
We want to include your thoughts in the monthly TSSAA Newsletter! Do you have 50-500 words to share on the topic of
overwork & fatigue in sports? We welcome submissions from principals, athletic administrators, coaches and students!
Consider sharing your thoughts, essays or even poems for an upcoming issue. Please send submissions in Microsoft Word
format to mgillespie@tssaa.org.

TSSAA continues its support of the National SAT/ACT Prep Project through the NFHS and eKnowledge which allows any
Tennessee student to receive a 95% discount on SAT or ACT prep courses. This is a community-service, non-profit project and all
student fees are reinvested to improve the program and reach more families. The project has more than 45,000 five-star reviews
and has already assisted nearly 300,000 families. Learn more at https://eknowledge.com/TSSAA.
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Carla, Brett, Bond, and Chris Wyatt

Sports News    General News   

Gibson County family selected as national Spirit of
Sport Award recipient
Award to be presented June 29 at the NFHS Summer Meeting
March 14, 2022

The Wyatt Family, a family of four from Medina, Tennessee, has been selected the 2022 national recipient of the National High School
Spirit of Sport Award by the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS).

The National High School Spirit of Sport Award was created by the NFHS to recognize those individuals who exemplify the ideals of the
spirit of sport that represent the core mission of education-based athletics.

In January 2021, Chris and Carla Wyatt’s 14-year-old son, Brett, was diagnosed with T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia after rushing him
to the hospital one morning. Doctors told the family that Brett’s leukemia was aggressive and would be particularly hard to treat. After
being told that he may not survive, the family began a year-long journey to help Brett attack the disease.

The Wyatt family is well-known in the South Gibson High School community. At the time of diagnosis, Brett was playing basketball for
South Gibson County Middle School and Carla was teaching and a head coach of the South Gibson High School girls' basketball team. Her
husband, Chris, was Carla's assistant coach and a teacher and coach at South Gibson Middle School. Bond, the oldest son, was a member of
the South Gibson High School boys' basketball team.

With the prognosis of a lengthy hospital stay for Brett, Carla stepped down from her coaching duties to be by his side. It was one of many
sacri�ces the family made to help Brett.

While Brett began treatment of chemotherapy and radiation, the community rallied to help the family. The South Gibson High School boys
basketball coach Mark Wilkins and other assistant coaches stepped in to help with the girls team in the Wyatts’ absence. Several local
schools collected donations and of�cials returned their game checks to the school to help the family with expenses as they traveled back
and forth from the hospital in Memphis. Carla was able to rejoin the team and complete the season but resigned at the conclusion of the
year.

As Brett continued to receive treatment throughout the summer, doctors were not optimistic about a recovery. In fact, it was determined
that he would need a bone marrow transplant to survive.

Brett’s older brother, Bond, was found to be a perfect match for the bone marrow transplant, a fortunate and unexpected turn of events
since siblings usually only have a 25-percent chance of being a match. After �nishing his junior year, Bond sacri�ced a summer of camps,
practices, games and time with friends to save his younger brother’s life.

https://tssaa.org/news/sports
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Brett experienced two setbacks before his bone marrow transplant that pushed the procedure into the start of the school year. Finally, on
August 13, the transplant was completed successfully and both brothers began their recoveries.

"I'm glad I could do it. I don't see it as much as being a hero,” Bond told the Jackson Sun. “I just did the bare minimum —probably what
anyone would do to help someone in their family. Especially, someone as close as their little brother."

As Bond recovered from the procedure and was able to rejoin his friends and teammates back at South Gibson, Brett continued his recovery
in the hospital through the fall. Finally, after 320 days in the hospital, he was able to go home on December 10.

Brett continues to battle the cancer and has regular doctor’s visits to monitor his recovery. But, it’s clear that he and his family will do
whatever it takes to make sure he has a full recovery.

Nominations for the "Spirit of Sport" award were generated through NFHS member state associations and reviewed by the NFHS National
High School Spirit of Sport Award Selection Committee composed of state association staff members. The national winner will be
recognized June 29 at the NFHS Summer Meeting in San Antonio, Texas.

The National High School Spirit of Sport Award was started in 2008. Including this year, 15 individuals and three teams have been chosen
national award recipients.

About the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS)

The NFHS, based in Indianapolis, Indiana, is the national leadership organization for high school sports and performing arts activities.
Since 1920, the NFHS has led the development of education-based interscholastic sports and performing arts activities that help students
succeed in their lives. The NFHS sets direction for the future by building awareness and support, improving the participation experience,
establishing consistent standards and rules for competition, and helping those who oversee high school sports and activities. The NFHS
writes playing rules for 17 sports for boys and girls at the high school level. Through its 50 member state associations and the District of
Columbia, the NFHS reaches more than 19,500 high schools and 12 million participants in high school activity programs, including more
than 7.9 million in high school sports. As the recognized national authority on interscholastic activity programs, the NFHS conducts
national meetings; sanctions interstate events; offers online publications and services for high school coaches and of�cials; sponsors
professional organizations for high school coaches, of�cials, speech and debate coaches, and music adjudicators; serves as the national
source for interscholastic coach training; and serves as a national information resource of interscholastic athletics and activities. For more
information, visit the NFHS website at www.nfhs.org.

http://www.nfhs.org/


Coach Lamar Rogers
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Lamar Rogers set for induction into National High
School Hall of Fame
Tennessee's all-time coaching wins leader from Clarkrange to be inducted this summer
March 6, 2022

It’s the whistle. Still the whistle. Honestly, always has been.

Through 46 seasons, almost 1,300 career wins, and every conceivable accomplishment in the sport,
Lamar Rogers doesn’t scream nor yell; doesn’t stomp his feet.

He commands attention with pursed lips and a piercing whistle. The one that still makes former
players in tiny Clarkrange High School’s gym whip around to �nd their former coach.

“I think the most interesting thing about Coach Rogers, when people have asked what’s that one
thing, it’s just that silent respect,” said Shawn Monday-Smith, a three-time Class A Tennessee
Secondary School Athletic Association champion under Rogers in the 1980s. “He’s not loud, he’s not
over the top. He does have a keen whistle. To this day, if he does that whistle, I still look at him. Like
I’m still playing basketball for him. Just his ability to be such a great coach in his style and presence.
He commanded respect, but he didn’t tell you that. You just felt you needed to respect him.

Soon, everyone who follows high school athletics throughout the United States will know about
Rogers – though they should already. The state of Tennessee’s all-time winningest girls’ basketball
coach and 46-year-veteran leader of the Clarkrange Lady Buffaloes basketball program is set for induction into the National High School
Hall of Fame on July 1.

Rogers, who was inducted into the TSSAA Hall of Fame in 2009, is in line to become the 13th inductee and sixth coach from the state of
Tennessee in the 40 years since the Hall’s 1982 founding. Previous Tennessee inductees include Rick Insell, Catherine Neely, the late Jim
Smiddy, the late Buck Van Huss, and the late Boyce Smith, all coaches. The late Bill Pack was inducted into the Hall of Fame as an of�cial,
as well as the late Billy Schrivner of Jackson and the late Ralph Stout from Mountain City. Ronnie Carter, former Executive Director of
TSSAA, was inducted as an administrator. Anfernee “Penny” Hardaway, Nikki McCray-Penson, and Steve Spurrier have all been inducted as
athletes from Tennessee.

“I’m just very humbled by everything, it’s unbelievable,” Rogers said. “My wife, Karen, has helped me do it, of course.

https://tssaa.org/news/sports
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“And our community always supported basketball up here. We’re a small community, but I remember in seventh or eighth grade and
Clarkrange High School girls’ basketball was a hot ticket. Just been blessed to have always had a lot of support. Great administrative
support, and of course, you have to have parents’ support. I’m humbled. I never would have dreamed this.”

Perhaps not, but the accomplishments of the Clarkrange program in Rogers’ nearly half-century at the helm are almost too numerous to
chronicle. The Lady Buffaloes own an astounding 25 trips to the Class A State Tournament, eight of them resulting in gold-ball
championships and three more runner-up �nishes.

More than 50 of Rogers’ former players count college basketball scholarships among their accomplishments, and his 1,289 wins against
just 290 career losses are the Midas-gold standard among active prep coaches.

“We are extremely happy for Lamar and his family,” stated Bernard Childress, Executive Director of TSSAA. “He has been such a well-known
and respected coach in Tennessee. The contributions he has made to Clarkrange High School, their community, and the sport of basketball
are countless. We are honored to have him represent our state as an inductee into the National High School Hall of Fame. This is a very
proud moment for the state of Tennessee and TSSAA, but most of all, it’s a proud moment for Lamar’s family. We appreciate all of his years
of service as a coach and educator in Tennessee and the impact he’s had on the lives of so many student athletes.”

Turns out, that trademark whistle carries with it echoes across all levels of basketball, throughout the state of Tennessee and beyond.

“That’s something players have said, I have a good whistle,” Rogers said. “Usually it’s just to get their attention out on the court, and they
hear that whistle and turn and perk up a little bit. But it’s been a family, Clarkrange basketball, and we’ve had a lot of people just come to
watch Lady Buffalo basketball who liked to come to our games, we’ve always had a full gym. I’m just really tickled for our fans and our
community.”

The devotion to Clarkrange basketball, and the community embrace, are seen in the generations of families who have and do play for
Rogers’ program.

Smith recalls her own childhood dreams of playing for the program, and even now, as vice president of human resources for Ryman
Hospitality Properties, readily hearkens back to the lifelong lessons of Clarkrange hoops.

From the interwoven community fabric to the lessons she still deploys today.

“The community piece of it is that basketball was the thing, especially girls’ basketball,” said Smith, back-to-back Class A Tournament
MVP in 1984-85 for Rogers and whose nieces just �nished their careers last year before going on to play college basketball. “Those were
your Friday nights, Saturday nights, Tuesday nights. Everyone just kind of packing up and following this team wherever they would travel
with young children in tow, everybody so excited. It’s been so successful, and I think that’s contagious. There’s a lot to be said for that,
especially in a small town.”

Clarkrange 1983 State Champions

Smith, a former business major, remains astonished by Rogers' impact on the lives of the many players that earned athletic scholarships to
college and how broadly his coaching tree spreads its branches across Tennessee.

 



“It’s a winning tradition, it certainly is,” Smith said. “Everybody wants to be a winner, especially in a small town. It’s amazing the lives that
have been touched, and even to this day, I still feel like I’m representing Clarkrange wherever I go.

“I think you just wanted to do your very best for Coach Rogers and didn’t want to disappoint. I don’t know inherently how he was able to
command that kind of presence, especially with women’s basketball. It’s hard to coach girls, with all the different personalities,
mannerisms and things like that. I don’t think most coaches have that kind of respect from their teams, and if you’re around Clarkrange,
you just grew up knowing that.”

Rogers seems nowhere close to being done as Clarkrange’s chief ambassador. Closing in on �ve decades of service, Rogers’ granddaughter,
Chloe, is fresh off her freshman season, and his youngest granddaughter, Hattie, already is learning the fundamentals of the game in
elementary school.

“A few years back, I certainly didn’t think I’d be coaching my granddaughter, and I coached my daughter, Pamela, and we won a state title
her senior year. That was great,” Rogers said. “My granddaughter Chloe has told me I’ve got to coach her, and now Hattie is telling me I’m
going to coach her. I’ve had great support and it’s not been fun 100% of the time, been some long bus rides, but I’ve really enjoyed it. I
guess I’m just a basketball junkie, been hanging around this long. But we get a lot of help in Clarkrange.

“Faith is �rst, then family, education and then basketball. Sometimes boys tie with basketball, and I have to adjust to that. My wife’s been
my best support, and she helps keep me on my toes a lot. I de�nitely couldn’t have done any of this without her and her support. She’s just
been an excellent basketball wife and excellent mother of my children.”

The National High School Hall of Fame was started in 1982 by the NFHS to honor high school athletes, coaches, contest of�cials,
administrators, performing arts coaches/directors and others for their extraordinary achievements and accomplishments in high school
sports and performing arts programs. This year’s class increases the number of individuals in the Hall of Fame to 506.

The 12 individuals were chosen after a two-stage selection process involving a screening committee composed of active high school state
association administrators, coaches and of�cials, and a �nal selection committee composed of coaches, former athletes, state association
of�cials, media representatives and educational leaders. Nominations were made by NFHS member associations.

Clarkrange State Tournament History

About the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS)

The NFHS, based in Indianapolis, Indiana, is the national leadership organization for high school sports and performing arts activities. Since
1920, the NFHS has led the development of education-based interscholastic sports and performing arts activities that help students
succeed in their lives. The NFHS sets direction for the future by building awareness and support, improving the participation experience,
establishing consistent standards and rules for competition, and helping those who oversee high school sports and activities. The NFHS
writes playing rules for 17 sports for boys and girls at the high school level. Through its 50 member state associations and the District of
Columbia, the NFHS reaches more than 19,500 high schools and 12 million participants in high school activity programs, including almost
eight million in high school sports. As the recognized national authority on interscholastic activity programs, the NFHS conducts national
meetings; sanctions interstate events; offers online publications and services for high school coaches and of�cials; sponsors professional
organizations for high school coaches, of�cials, speech and debate coaches, and music adjudicators; serves as the national source for
interscholastic coach training; and serves as a national information resource of interscholastic athletics and activities. For more
information, visit the NFHS website at www.nfhs.org.

A complete list of the 2022 National High School Hall of Fame Class can be found below.

2022 National High School Hall of Fame Class

ATHLETES
Notah Begay III
Walter Payton
Sanya Richards-Ross
Thurman Thomas

COACHES
Ray Crowe
Ron Kordes
Lamar Rogers

ADMINISTRATORS
E. Wayne Cooley
Becky Oakes
Jack Roberts

OFFICIALS
Jeff Risk

https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=73&sportid=3
http://www.nfhs.org/
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Susan McLain

Clarkrange 1985 State Champions

Clarkrange 1990 State Champions



Clarkrange 2004 State Champions

Clarkrange 2017 State Runner-up

AUTHOR
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Legislative Council to meet on Tuesday, April 5
March 29, 2022

The TSSAA Legislative Council will meet at the Embassy Suites in Murfreesboro on Tuesday, April 5, 2022. The meeting will be held in the
Mirabella H & I meeting rooms and will begin at 2:00 p.m. central time.

The Council will vote on a proposed addition to Article II of the TSSAA bylaws concerning virtual schools. The Board of Control took action
on this that went into effect for the current school year, but the Legislative Council will need to take action on this rule at this meeting.

Girls’ Preparatory School is requesting that TSSAA sanction Girls’ Lacrosse beginning with the 2022-23 school year. The Council will also be
presented an update on the TSLA efforts to align Boys’ Lacrosse around the TSSAA regulations.

The Council will also vote on proposed changes to the calendar regarding when the Board of Control and Legislative Council meet during
the school year. The proposed changes state that the Board of Control shall meet in August, November, February, and June and the
Legislative Council shall meet in December and April.

Another proposed change the Council will consider is to Article II, Section 24 (Special Cases Involving Hardship) of the TSSAA/TMSAA
Bylaws, which states:

Any decision of the Executive Director on any request for a waiver of eligibility rules under this section may be appealed de novo to the
Board of Control at its August, November, or February meetings.

The �nal item on the agenda is proposed changes to Article I, Section 9 (Coaches) of the TSSAA/TMSAA Bylaws regarding the penalties for
failure to submit coaches properly on the TSSAA Portal.

The full agenda is linked below.

Documents

Legislative Council Agenda (April 5, 2022) (PDF)

https://tssaa.org/news/general
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Cleveland softball coach honored for distinguished
service
Middle school wins inaugural softball title in the midst of faith and tragedy
March 30, 2022

The path was known, even if Erica Rogers didn’t embark on her personal journey in a straight line.

A former standout pitcher for the Alcoa Lady Tornadoes softball program, Rogers initiated her collegiate life at the University of Tennessee
and in the school’s prestigious, rigorous engineering program.

Still, family and faith helped Rogers recognize she was destined for a different path in life.

“I kind of took a detour, but sort of have always known my calling has been to teach and to coach,” Rogers said. “At �rst I went the
engineering path, I was an aerospace engineering major, and I love science and math.

“But you know when God nudges you, and I ended up working as a personal trainer for a while opening gyms. I helped open gyms in
Asheville, North Carolina, and Greenville, South Carolina, before the gym moved me here to Cleveland.” 

 
“I started listening more to God’s path,” Rogers said, “and doors started opening for opportunities I didn’t know about.”

Ultimately, those doors opened for Rogers at Cleveland Middle School, where she became a sixth-grade social studies teacher and
ascended to helm the school’s girls’ softball program.

Those elements, as well as Rogers’ perseverance through personal tragedy to help lead Cleveland to an inaugural Tennessee Middle School
Athletic Association state championship, led to her selection as one of 10 Distinguished Service Award winners for the 2021-22 academic
year. 
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2021 Class AA TMSAA Softball Champions - Cleveland Middle School

Midway through the 2021 title-winning season, Rogers lost her father, Mark Wilcox, to cancer; earlier this year, she lost her grandfather,
pastor Beecher Whitehead.

Rogers, assisted atop the CMS softball program by her husband, Steven, as well assistant Michelle Bradley and trainer John Bovee, traces
her approach to life and her work as a teacher-coach to both �gures.

“My grandfather recently passed away earlier this year. He and I had birthdays eight days apart, and he pastored the same church for nearly
70 years,” Rogers said of Whitehead’s Maryville-area pulpit. “So even growing up, I had an opportunity to be a vacation bible school
teacher to younger children. When I was in middle school, at Eagleton, I had an opportunity to be a peer tutor in some of our resource
classes, and I got to be a seventh- and eighth-grade peer tutor in those classes; it was kind of like occupational therapy.

“I have three sisters, I’m second-oldest, and I’ve always kind of been a helper, a doer and a people-pleaser. I love helping other people �nd
that moment where they’re like, ‘Oh, I get it.’ We have gifts that are given to us, and I’m not saying teaching and coaching is mine. Mine
may be communication, and just trying to help people.”

Rogers can directly trace her team’s ground-breaking title-run last year to the loss of her father, the man responsible for her coaching
verbiage when she encourages players to “get your tailgate down on these grounders.”

Wilcox was diagnosed with a pair of different types of cancer last spring, and six weeks after his diagnosis, Wilcox’s father passed away.

“I could talk all day long about how amazing these girls are and their parents, even before their softball skills,” Rogers said. “I was trying to
go back and forth, as much as I could, to see him. The last day I got to spend with my dad, we had an away game at Horace Maynard, and
that was closer to his house. So I got to spend the day with him and talk to him about the game we had coming up, and the one thing he
could kind of talk about with clarity was softball.”

 
Cleveland lost that game, in extra innings, and then it never lost again enroute to the crown. Yet Rogers bookmarked that moment in time
for how her team rallied to her side.

“The girls were texting me, ‘Love you, sorry about your dad.’ It wasn’t about softball,” Rogers said. “Instead of being sad about losing a
one-run, extra inning game, they were concerned about me as a human.

“After that evening my dad passed way, we did not lose another ballgame,” she said. “They were able to take adversity that wasn’t
necessarily theirs, and it galvanized them. I don’t do anything. All I can do is teach them and trust them to make those decisions.

“And it goes back to God; he puts you in places and surrounds you with people and you have to trust. My philosophy is: teach, model, trust."



Rogers a year ago launched the ‘Miracle Game,’ a school- and community-wide effort to include special-needs youth in a softball game
with her girls’ team.

Concurrent to this season and the loss of loved ones, Rogers also is prepared to continue the life cycle. She’s expecting a son later this
spring, and is 29-plus weeks pregnant.

“James Beecher Whitehead was my grandfather’s full name, and he loved old Westerns. My son is going to be named James Maverick.

‘I’m hoping to get through the season (before delivery), and I think it’s great that after loss, the girls get to celebrate the coming of life
with us. I think that’s super cool as well.”

TSSAA is proud to recognize Erica Rogers for her contributions as a coach, educator, and leader of student-athletes.

AUTHOR
John Brice



Sports News    General News   

2022 Mr. and Miss Basketball Award Winners
Announced
TSSAA honors the top girls and boys basketball players in six classi�cations
March 14, 2022

The top girls and boys basketball players in six classi�cations of the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association were honored by
being named the winners of the 2022 Mr. and Miss Basketball Awards. The awards presentation took place on the �oor of Murphy Center
on the campus of MTSU on Monday, March 14 at 5:00 p.m.

A statewide committee of sportswriters selected the winners based on performance during the 2021-2022 regular season. Academics and
character were also taken into consideration. High school head basketball coaches and members of the media nominated the �nalists.

“This is such an outstanding honor for all 36 of the young men and women recognized this evening at the Mr. and Miss Basketball Awards,”
said Bernard Childress, Executive Director of the TSSAA. “They were here not only due to their athletic ability that they displayed on the
court throughout the season, but just as much for their outstanding character and academic achievements.”

This was the 37  year that the Mr. and Miss Basketball Awards have been presented to Tennessee’s best high school basketball players.
American General was the sponsor of the event since the inception of the awards in 1985 until 2001. The Memphis Grizzlies were sponsors
of the awards from 2002-2004. From 2005-2015, as well as the 2020-2021 school year due to the COVID-10 pandemic, the Mr. and Miss
Basketball Awards were presented at the conclusion of each respective championship game as part of the post-game trophy ceremony.

2022 MISS BASKETBALL WINNERS
Division II Class A

 Olivia Lee, Trinity Christian

Division II Class AA
 Jaloni Cambridge, Ensworth

Division I Class 1A 
 Savannah Davis, McKenzie

Division I Class 2A 
 Karly Weathers, Loretto

th
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Division I Class 3A 
Brooklyn Crouch, Upperman

Division I Class 4A 
Jennifer Sullivan, Bearden

2022 MR. BASKETBALL WINNERS
Division II Class A Mr. Basketball

 Tyler Byrd, Tipton-Rosemark

Division II Class AA Mr. Basketball
 Chandler Jackson, Christian Brothers

Division I Class 1A Mr. Basketball
 Grant Strong, Clay County

Division I Class 2A Mr. Basketball
 Gus Davenport, Cannon County

Division I Class 3A Mr. Basketball
 Ja’Kobi Gillespie, Greeneville

Division I Class 4A Miss Basketball
 Brandon Miller, Cane Ridge



History

2021-2022 Boys' Basketball Champions

Year Class Champion Runner-Up

2022 Class 1A East Robertson (27-6) Peabody (25-10)

2022 Class 2A East Nashville (33-3) Milan (25-8)

2022 Class 3A Greeneville (31-6) Jackson South Side (25-4)

2022 Class 4A Dobyns Bennett (33-6) Bearden (31-7)

2022 Division II A First Assembly Christian School (30-2) Goodpasture (29-6)

2022 Division II AA Christian Brothers (28-0) Knoxville Catholic (29-4)

2021-2022 Girls' Basketball Champions

Year Class Champion Runner-Up

2022 Class 1A McKenzie (31-2) Wayne County (35-5)

2022 Class 2A Westview (32-2) Alvin C. York (28-7)

2022 Class 3A Upperman (32-5) Jackson South Side (24-3)

2022 Class 4A Bearden (36-3) Farragut (28-9)

2022 Division II A Webb School - Bell Buckle (30-6) Middle Tennessee Christian (26-10)

2022 Division II AA Ensworth (26-4) Lipscomb Academy (22-12)

TSSAAsports.com

https://tssaasports.com/history/
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=126&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=395&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=599&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=336&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=190&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=469&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=114&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=17&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=143&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=181&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=69&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=277&sportid=2
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=319&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=542&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=313&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=6&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=529&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=469&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=17&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=137&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=543&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=333&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=129&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/school/?id=106&sportid=3
https://tssaasports.com/
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TIAAA Athletic Directors Conference set for April 2-
5, 2022
Online registration remains open for conference in Murfreesboro
March 22, 2022

The meetings, from the planning stage to executing the logistics, never got anything less than optimal effort from Mike Ellson and others
as they prepared for their Tennessee Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association annual conferences a decade ago, or longer.

Still, there’s an element of satisfaction for leaders in the TIAAA, such as Ellson, Jeromy Davidson and Scott Dorsett, among myriad others,
as the group prepares for its integral April conference – and membership has grown nearly tenfold in the past decade.

And like a tent-revival preacher, the goal is for even more membership as the organization works hand-in-hand with the Tennessee
Secondary School Athletic Association to drive even more participation from the Volunteer State’s approximately 900 high school and
middle school members.

“We’re thrilled with our growth, the positive energy in the association and that our membership is at an all-time high,” said Ellson, the
veteran former athletic director at Christ Presbyterian Academy who’s now the school’s athletic ambassador and highly certi�ed in the �eld
of athletics directors. “We now have about 300 members, and a decade ago we had about 40.

“Membership in TIAAA helps us strengthen our schools and programs together. We always want to leave it better than we found it.”

This year’s event, slated for April 2-5 at Murfreesboro’s Embassy Suites, offers multiple leadership training courses, elements key in both
personal and professional growth and understanding of the ever-evolving athletics landscape.

Information and Registration

Davidson wears arguably the two most signi�cant hats at his school, Westview High School in Martin, as the school’s principal and also the
Chargers’ director of athletics.

Yet rather than dread the annual event, Davidson embraces it with a certain zeal.

“To me, it’s like going to church and getting refreshed,” said Davidson, a Mississippi native who grew up playing football and participating
in track and �eld. “It’s the same thing going to the conference. It’s a dif�cult job, but then when I’m there everybody has the same job I do,
the same challenges.

https://tssaa.org/news/sports
https://tssaa.org/news/general
https://tssaa.org/2022-athletic-directors-conference


“Some might be head coach and A.D., or a teacher and A.D., and there are a few of us crazies who are principal and A.D. We’re not going to
all think alike, but we all have the same problems. To be able to sit around and discuss these things with people who are in the same line of
work is just refreshing.”

Davidson, who spent his �rst half-dozen years at Westview as an assistant principal as well as the school’s A.D., recalled the value of his
immediate membership into TIAAA – and emphasized it can serve as a similarly priceless tool for the latest wave of newcomers – especially
those leaders in their early years guiding athletics departments.

“If you’re a �rst through �fth-year A.D., just starting out in your career, I don’t know how you can do it without some direction,” Davidson
said. “The TSSAA does a good job of telling you the things you need as an A.D., rosters and schedules and things like that. I went to college
to get a degree in teaching, but I didn’t learn to teach until I did it. Until you’re applying those things, you really don’t know what works.
Just because something works this time, doesn’t mean it does every time.

“This job is changing every day. Just being able to pick up the phone and call someone in Nashville or Chattanooga or a school similar to
my size, being able to say, ‘This is what we’ve got, this is what I’m seeing,’ and bounce things off one another is invaluable.”

“Just like we educate and spend time, effort and money for professional development for our teachers, it’s also important for athletics, for
the safety of our kids and in our facilities,” said Dorsett, veteran leader at The Webb School and among an elite group of nationally-
certi�ed athletics directors with state and national teaching roles. “We wouldn’t throw a teacher in that spot, and I just think here in
Tennessee, we’ve done that a lot [to athletics directors].

“There really is a constant need to stay on top of things. It’s not just the 14 legal duties that every athletics director has. There are so
many different pieces that go along with running a good, well-oiled athletic department, and I think that’s where TIAAA comes in.”

Certi�cation is a point of emphasis for the TIAAA leadership, both to keep the leaders in Tennessee’s middle and high school programs up
to date but also to better provide a comprehensive, well-rounded individual who is prepared for both the expected and unexpected
challenges that arise.

“There’s some states up in the North where this has been much more emphasized, New York being one, where if you’re not a certi�ed
athletic administrator, you can’t get an interview if there’s an A.D. position open,” Dorsett said. “They require certi�cation, so that’s an
important role and I think more states are starting to see that with different liability issues. I would love to see our A.D.s, both middle and
high school, have that certi�cation.”

The TIAAA will recognize its prestigious award-winners at this year’s conference, with the following individuals set to be honored:

TIAAA Loyalty Award: Mark Reeves, TSSAA Assistant Executive Director

NIAAA State Award of Merit: Patrick Miller, CMAA Clarksville Northeast Middle School

J. Richard Carroll Legacy Award: Jeromy Davidson, CAA Westview High School

TIAAA Athletic Director of the Year: Barry Wade, CAA Tennessee High School

East Tennessee Distinguished Service Award Recipient: Mitch Walters, Friendship Enterprise

Middle Tennessee Distinguished Service Award Recipient: Josh Corey, Tennessee Titans

West Tennessee Distinguished Service Award Recipient: Scott Taylor, State Farm Insurance

For more information on TIAAA, to see which courses will be taught at this year’s conference or to register for the event, please visit:
http://www.tiaaa.org/

http://www.tiaaa.org/
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Finalists announced for the 2022 Mr. and Miss
Basketball Awards
Awards will be presented on Monday, March 14
February 10, 2022

The Mr. and Miss Basketball Awards will be presented to the top girls and boys in six classi�cations of the Tennessee Secondary School
Athletic Association on the �oor of Murphy Center on the campus of MTSU on Monday, March 14 at 5:00 p.m. The event will be open to the
public and free of charge.

A statewide committee of sportswriters selected the �nalists and winners based on performance during the 2021-2022 regular season.
Academics and character were also taken into consideration. High school head basketball coaches and members of the media nominated
the �nalists.

This is the 37th year that the Mr. and Miss Basketball Awards have been presented to Tennessee’s best high school basketball players.
American General was the sponsor of the event since the inception of the awards in 1986 until 2001. The Memphis Grizzlies were sponsors
of the awards from 2002-2004. From 2005-2015 the Mr. and Miss Basketball Awards were presented at the conclusion of each respective
championship game as part of the post-game trophy ceremony.

Division II-A Miss Basketball Finalists
 Madi Hawk, Lakeway Christian

 Olivia Lee, Trinity Christian
 Aalyah Del Rosario, Webb School

 

Division II-AA Miss Basketball Finalists
 Kennedy Cambridge, Ensworth

 Jaloni Cambridge, Ensworth
 Sydney Mains, Knoxville Catholic

 

Class 1A Miss Basketball Finalists
 Alayna Anderson, Gleason

 Savannah Davis, McKenzie
 Lyndie Ramsey, Unaka

 

Class 2A Miss Basketball Finalists
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Jada Harrison, Westview
Madison Hart, Gibson County
Karly Weathers, Loretto

Class 3A Miss Basketball Finalists
Sarah Burton, Clinton
McKenzie Cochran, Page
Brooklyn Crouch, Upperman

Class 4A Miss Basketball Finalists
Imari Berry, Clarksville
Ta’mia Scott, Clarksville Northwest
Jennifer Sullivan, Bearden

Division II-A Mr. Basketball Finalists
Tyler Byrd, Tipton-Rosemark
Daniel Egbuniwe, FACS
Eddie Ricks III, Clarksville Academy

Division II-AA Mr. Basketball Finalists
B.J. Edwards, Knoxville Catholic
Chandler Jackson, Christian Brothers
Tyler Tanner, Brentwood Academy

Class 1A Mr. Basketball Finalists
Zach Amonett, Pickett County
Rodgerick Robinson, Jr., Middleton
Grant Strong, Clay County

Class 2A Mr. Basketball Finalists
Gavin Burleson, Summertown
Gus Davenport, Cannon County
Jarrod Taylor, East Nashville

Class 3A Mr. Basketball Finalists
Ja’Kobi Gillespie, Greeneville
Ericko Sain II, Jackson South Side
JaSteven Walker, Fayette-Ware

Class 4A Mr. Basketball Finalists
Elijah Bredwood, Bearden
Amarr Knox, Bartlett
Brandon Miller, Cane Ridge


